
Chatham Township Meeting  
Monday, September 9, 2019 

 
Trustees Present:  Barry Dees, Diana Carlile, Tim Alexander, (Cynthia 

Rotherham called in) 
 

Visitors Present: Shane Workman, Anjanette Lord 
 

Supervisor Treat called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Public Comment 

 
Road and Bridge Report 

Workman talked to the county about bigger projects.  He would like to 

replace some large pipes on Treat Road.  If the county and state help 
fund it, they would pick up 90% of the cost of the project.  But the 

project would have to qualify for state and county funding. He prefers 
to put in aluminum pipes as apposed to concrete. 

 
Workman got bids on a new skid steer.  Bids range from $32,000-

$38,000.  Workman has not decided on one yet.  
 

Assessor’s Report 
Christine Cook from Cirone and I completed the one time dump using 

the electronic county file on Tuesday, August 20 th . I have started 
entering all the phone calls and emails I have taken since June 30 th 

when I started. I have been able enter older emails into the system 
also for tracking and informational history purposes. There currently 

3,935 active parcels in the VPams system. The discrepancy of 166 

parcels I am sure is due to parcel splits/combines left to be completed 
and August 16th , Dick and I installed a sliding keyboard tray under 

the desk. It works wonderful and allows for more desk surface working 
area to lay out paperwork and files. I am still working on the phone 

issue as I am researching the reviews to make sure whatever phone is 
purchased not only has the functions required but is also headset 

compatible. Headsets are also being researched. Pricing is varied and 
looking for something reasonable and not overpriced. Range in prices 

for the phones are $40 to $200 and corded headsets $30 - $90 and 
cordless headsets $70 - $200. If the headset ends up being pricy I will 

see about splitting the cost between the two townships if that is 
agreeable with both Township Boards. The corded headset I currently 

use at Rochester is about to reach the end of its life expectancy for 



usage. I am on my second corded headset, both in the $30 and under 
category. I would then just carry it back and forth as I do the tablet 

and laptop in a case to keep it from getting damaged in travel. 
Currently I am researching two phones specifically; AT&amp;T 

ML17939 with a regular price of $79.95 currently on sale through 
Amazon for $55.88 and the Panasonic KX-TS880B Integrated Corded 

Telephone currently priced at $41.74 on Amazon. I was looking into a 
Plantronics 80057-11 CT14 Cordless Headset Phone for $89.00 which 

looked very promising; until I realized it was a complete phone not a 
headset to connect to a desk phone. Didn’t think that was the best 

possible option. I did turn in an expense sheet with attached receipts 
today as you will see. I am happy to answer any questions you might 

have. There is a zero receipt 
 

from Office Depot for the recycling of an old desk phone. After last 

month’s board meeting, I found an old desk phone in the bottom 
drawer of the filing cabinet. It was not in proper working order so I 

recycled it. On August 20 th I required help in getting photographs and 
measurements on three parcels in order to answer questions for phone 

calls, Sangamon County SA office and parcel splits. I asked my 
Rochester Township field guys to assist me and they did. Chuck and 

Chase Gurgens came out and Chase then completed the VPams 
drawings for me on the parcels. It was short notice and they were 

willing. I felt it was better, faster and safer to have them go out with 
me even though I didn’t have prior Board approval. They choose not to 

turn in the hours yet as I had not informed the Board and if I required 
them again they would just keep track and turn a timesheet in at a 

later point probably after the assessment books were closed as it was 
only a few hours. Also, they had not completed any paperwork in order 

to work for Chatham Township. All three of my field guys are willing to 

and prepared to help out in order to get this year’s work completed 
and books finalized. After that point, a more definite plan can be 

worked out and discussed depending on the work load. However right 
now I am more focused on getting Board of Review Complaints 

handled, the must do list completed, phone calls and emails answered 
and assessments finalized in order to close the books for the 2019 

assessment year as there is a deadline. Once the books are turned in 
and finalized, I will start looking into what needs to be completed and 

how much there is to be completed. It was storming on August 20 th 
and while in the office working in the afternoon the office lost power 

twice. How often does Chatham lose power? It is hard on the 
electronics and if you are currently working on something that hasn’t 

been saved yet, it is lost. If this is a common occurrence, the board 
might want to at some point discuss battery backup surge protectors 



for each computer. It allows time (length of time varies depending on  
what is purchased for example 10 minutes) for you to save your work 

and shut the computer down properly if the power is going to be off for 
any length of time. Or in the case of “brown outs” allows you to keep 

working uninterrupted. Something to keep in mind. 
 

No FOIA requests to report this month. 
 

Call for Additions to Agenda 

 None 
 

Approval of Minutes 08/12/2019 
 Moved by Carlile to approve revised minutes, Dees 2nd 

Barry Dees, yes; Cynthia Rotherham, yes; Dick Treat, yes; Diana 
Carlile, yes; Tim Alexander, yes 

 

Old Business 
Motion to approve additions to the Township Website 

  None 
 

New Business 

 
Motion the approve the State of Illinois Comptroller FY2019 Annual Financial 

Report as prepared by Richard E. Treat, Supervisor. 
 Moved by Dees, Carlile 2nd 

Barry Dees, yes; Cynthia Rotherham, yes; Dick Treat, yes; Diana 
Carlile, yes; Tim Alexander, yes 

 
Motion to purchase “Received and Copy” stamps for Assessor. 

 Moved by Carlile, Alexander 2nd 
 Roll call:  All approve 

 
Motion to purchase a land-line phone for Assessor office. 

Moved by Dees, Carlile 2nd 
Barry Dees, yes; Cynthia Rotherham, yes; Dick Treat, yes; Diana 

Carlile, yes; Tim Alexander, yes 

 
Discussion Items 

Total number of parcels to be assessed in Chatham Township per 
Byron Deaner, Sangamon County Supervisor of Assessments, is 

3769…not 3679 as said by supervisor during last meeting 
 

 
 



Town Fund Expenditures 
 Moved by Dees, Carlile 2nd 

Barry Dees, yes; Cynthia Rotherham, yes; Dick Treat, yes; Diana 
Carlile, yes; Tim Alexander, yes 

 
Road District Expenditures 

 Moved by Alexander, Carlile 2nd 

Barry Dees, yes; Cynthia Rotherham, yes; Dick Treat, yes; Diana 

Carlile, yes; Tim Alexander, yes 
 

G.A. Expenditures 

 None 
 

IRMF Hours…Workman 
 Turned in 

 

Additions to Agenda (Discussion Only) 
 

Motion to Adjourn 
 Moved by Dee, Carlile 2nd  

 Roll Call: All approve 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:16p 
 

Respectively Submitted, 
Justin Davsko, Clerk 
 


