Grant Township Center
26725 W. Molidor Road
Ingleside, IL 60041
(847) 740-2233
www.GrantTownshipCenter.org

To Notify you of any future
Covid-19 vaccination clinics, we
must have your email address.
Sign-up is on on our website
www.granttownshipcenter.org
under Constant Contact click
sign up.

NON-PROFIT
U.S. Postage
PAID
Fox Lake, IL 60020
Permit No. 26

Postal Customer
Grant Township

March 2021 Vol. 23 No. 1

Grant Township
Grant Township Center
26725 W. Molidor Road
Ingleside, IL 60041
(847) 740-2233
fax: (847) 740-2255
granttownship@sbcglobal.net
www.granttownshipcenter.org
Supervisor
Catherine “Kay” Starostovic
Clerk
Judy Martini
Highway Commissioner
Kim Kiesgen
(847) 546-7623
Assessor
Jeri J. Barr, CIAO
(847) 546-8880
Trustees
Robert Hamm Robert Selle
Tom Lippert Karen Fischer

have hoped for!

J

ust a note to let you know how much
your sponsorship and donations meant
to 85 families with a total of 231 children
in our community. Unable to do our popular
Adopt-a-Family program in the usual way,
that we’ve done for the past 28 years, gift
cards to the families worked out very well.
We received and purchased from the
generous monetary donations, several
different types of gift cards in which families
could provide gifts for their children.
Each family received:
1. Gift cards for each child in the family.
2. Food bags filled with all the ingredients
needed to provide a hearty Christmas dinner
Family dinners set to go!
. . . plus much more.
3. A package with hats, gloves, scarves, and also hand made masks.
In addition, a very generous sponsor family was very concerned about
the high-school age teenagers, who are usually considered optional in
the Adopt-a-Family program. They provided gift cards to Amazon and
Barnes & Nobles for every teen in our recipient families.
The recipient families stayed in their cars, and the above items were
brought to them. Thankfully, all went more smoothly than we could

Every year we are surprised by the generosity of our sponsors and we can’t thank you enough. Again this
year, a family who had received help in the past, became a sponsor this year! This has happened quite
often through the years . . . and it gives us much joy and satisfaction to know what goes around comes
around.
As always, Grant Township is forever thankful and grateful for resident Kathy Ferrigan. Kathy began the
Adopt a Family program and continues to assist every year to help so many children have a wonderful Christmas.

Supplies for the Holiday dinners.

Willie Katoch, John Jensen
assisting food pick-up

Alpine Santa (Ken Ward),
Volunteer - Bill O'Connell

T

here is no question about it; last year was a challenging one
due to Covid19. Yet strength is in numbers! It came from all
the people in our community who helped to make a brighter
Holiday Season for our families, friends and neighbors in need.
Countless residents have felt the impact of the pandemic in one way
or another. The support along with the caring and sharing of the Grant
Township area is a blessing.
Again, we would like to thank those who contributed to the success of
our Christmas Food and the Adopt-A-Family programs. We are grateful for the food, gifts, monetary donations and the many volunteers
who give of their time.
It is the compassion our community shows throughout the year to
help our neighbors who have fallen on hard times that makes Grant
Township a great place to live. We could not accomplish these goals
without your support.
Despite all the changes going on around us as we welcome the New
Year, we find ourselves continuing to be thankful and look forward
to good things ahead. On behalf of the Grant Township Staff and the
families we helped, “Thank You” for caring and supporting our Township. We are all in this together.
Our warmest thoughts will be with you throughout the New Year and
may your lives be blessed with the treasured gifts of peace, hope,
health and love of family and friends. Pray for our Armed Forces and
for peace around the world.
Respectfully,
Kay Starostovic - Grant Township Supervisor

R

esidential customers who need help paying their outstanding
ComEd balances and energy bills should contact ComEd's
customer care team at 1-800-EDISON-1 (1-800-334-7661),
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Helping Hand Program: ComEd's Helping Hand program offers immediate aid to eligible customers most in need during the pandemic. This
program offers expedited, one-time financial assistance up to $300
for a limited time to help limited-income customers facing financial
hardships. Learn more and apply online at comed.com/support.
Bill Payment Assistance Program: A one-time bill assistance credit of
up to $500 is available until Dec. 31 for income eligible households
with a past-due balance. Learn more about eligibility requirements
and how to apply at Comed.com/BillAssistance.
Flexible, Extended Payment Arrangements: For a limited time, residential customers may be eligible for flexible payment arrangements.
Learn more at Comed.com/Support.

G

rant Township would like
to welcome Jennifer
Vackar to the role of
General Assistance Coordinator
for the Township. Jennifer
assumed the role on January
11th 2021. Previously Jennifer
worked in banking for nearly 30
years and her experiences there
are well suited for helping our
residents with General and
Emergency Assistance needs.
Jennifer is a long time resident
of Grant Township and has spent
many hours volunteering with our
local youth sports organizations.
She enjoys bowling and has been
an officer and director of Lake
County’s local bowling associations for many years. “I love living in Grant Township.The people
here are warm, generous and really watch out for their neighbors.
I especially enjoy watching my
16 year old junior at GCHS play
football, Go Bulldogs!”
If you have General Assistance
inquires you may contact Jennifer
Vackar at (847) 740-2233 or by
email at jvackar@granttownshipcenter.org.

A

t the February 16th Board
Meeting, Judy Martini was
sworn in as the Grant
Township Clerk. Judy replaces
Clerk Barbara Schau who retired
and is traveling south. Judy is
currently on the Lake County
Board and represents District 5
which includes areas and
portions of Fox Lake, Ingleside,
Lakemoor, Volo, Wauconda and
Round Lake. Judy has a wealth
of knowledge and is excited to be
a part of the Township
government to continue to help
those in need. She has been a
Lake County resident for more
than 60 years, resides in Round
Lake and has one son.

P

roperty owners age 65 and older who have total household
incomes of $65,000 or less are encouraged to apply for the
Senior Citizen’s Assessment Freeze. While applications were not
required for this program in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
applications WILL BE REQUIRED in 2021. All applications must be
submitted online by July 31, 2021 through the Chief County
Assessment Office Smart E-Filing Portal. If you need help with the online
application, please reach out to the Chief County Assessment Office or
your local Township Assessor’s office (see more information below).
This senior freeze program may reduce your property tax bill by
freezing the taxable equalized assessed value of your property, which
impacts the total tax you pay. It does NOT freeze your taxes, but it
protects you from tax increases due to rising property values. Even if
you have applied for and been granted the freeze exemption in prior
years, you must renew your application annually.
All Lake County residents who had a Senior Homestead Exemption in
2020 should have received a letter in the mail in February with information about the senior freeze program.
Who Should Apply
To apply for the senior freeze exemption, the applicant must:
Be 65 years or older
Have a total household income of $65,000 or less for 2020
Have owned and occupied the home on Jan. 1, 2020 and Jan. 1, 2021
How to Apply:
7 In 2021, all applications must be submitted online.
7 Have a copy of your 2020 tax return handy, as well as your
property PIN number
7 Go to the Chief County Assessment Office Smart E-Filing Portal
at assessor.lakecountyil.gov
7 Log in to your account, create a new account, or log in as a guest
7 Click “Available Filings” and choose “EX – Senior Citizens 		
Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption”
7 Click “Begin Filing”
7 Enter the tax year, 2021, and your property PIN, and follow the
instructions
7 Note that while you do not need to submit proof of income,
the Chief County Assessment Office may ask for additional 		
information from you when reviewing your application.
7 If the property is owned in trust, proof of beneficiary of the trust
may also be required.

7 Watch a video with Chief County Assessment Officer Bob Glueckert,
who demonstrates step-by-step how to apply online for the senior
freeze and other exemptions, including those with disabilities.
7 Call or visit Grant Township Assessor’s Office (847)546-8880, if you
need help completing your application.
Currently, the office is closed to the public. You should call for an
appointment or assistance.
Jeri J. Barr, CIAO
Assessor

T

he week of March 5, without
much notice we were able
to offer access to 968 Covid
Vaccines. We immediately sent
the information out to our
residents that have signed up for
our E-Contact. A big thank you
goes out to our Township Clerk,
Judy Martini for organizing the
Covid 19 Vaccination Clinic.
Our goal is to keep you informed
on issues in the area that impact
you.
E-News is an online bi-monthly
newsletter with the latest updates in our community as well as
throughout Lake County. Sign up
by visiting our website at www.
granttownshipcenter.org. Click on
the e-newsletter and complete
the form or call our office at 847740-2233.

Local AARP volunteers are still
providing tax help.
Call 888-687-2277 to find out
more.

Need computer access? You
can set up a time to use the
computers at the Job Center of
Lake County for self-directed job
searches by calling 847-3773450.

T

he 2021 election period is upon us again as the April 6th election
is quickly approaching. This year’s Consolidated Election period
is for local elections such as Village and Township Officials, Fox
Waterway, Fire Protection District, Library District, Park District,
Community College, and School Board to name a few of the races.
If you know of anyone who needs to register to vote, the Township
office has voter registrars who can assist you. If you’d like more voter
registration info go to site: Voter Registration@lakecountyil.gov. You
can also register to vote online at the State Board of Elections site
at www.OVA.elections.il.gov. You must be a US Citizen, 18 years of
age, and supply 2 forms of identification to registrar. One must show
current address and photo ID. Should you have any questions, please
feel free to contact Grant Township and we will do our best to assist
you or guide you to those who can help you.
With the occurrence of COVID, many voters are opting to vote in the
comfort of their home. If you would like to apply for a vote by mail
ballot to be mailed to your home, apply for the application online at
LakeVoterPower.info or by calling 1-847-377-2408. Ballots for early
voting should start arriving in your home 40 days before the election.
If you would like to see what is on your ballot for this election, need
to know where to go to vote or the hours of the polling places visit the
Clerk’s site at LakeVoterPower.info
Feel like doing community service? Lake County Clerk’s office is looking for paid Election Judges for the in upcoming election. If you are
interested or would like more information please call 1-847-377-2408
Monday thru Friday between 8:30am-5:00pm. It is a rewarding experience and our community will thank you for your involvement for
being a proud face of democracy in action. Please exercise your right
to vote.
Judy Martini,
Clerk

T

he Fox Lake Fire Protection
District has teamed up with
the American Red Cross to
install smoke detectors for
residents within the district free
of charge.
Over 2,500 deaths are the result
of house fires: 60% of the deaths
occur in homes without working
smoke detectors. It's important
to have working smoke detectors.
Contact Ted Damos at tdamos@
flfpd.org or Deputy Chief Ed
Lescher at elescher@flfpd.org
or call (847) 587-3312 for more
information or how to obtain a
smoke detector and have it installed free of charge.

I

llegally parked vehicles
continue to be a problem in
many subdivisions. Cars,
trucks, trailers and boats parked
in the right of way can cause a
hazard and hinder the flow of
traffic. Illegally parked vehicles
are also a hazard and might
block emergency vehicles from
reaching their destination.
In addition, they prevent highway
crews from clearing fallen snow.
Please be respectful of the crews
and park your vehicles correctly
in subdivisions where streets are
posted with "No Parking."

Reminder:
Twice a year change
your smoke detector
and carbon monoxide
batteries.

M

S
other Nature does not celebrate holidays or take off on
weekends.

Remember Halloween, when the ghost and goblins were tricking or treating through one of the biggest snow falls in October 2019.
As the 2020/2021 winter approached our area it seemed as if we
were heading into a snow drought season.
Then Mother Nature stepped in with heavy and frequent snow
throughout February making a snowmobiler’s dream the best since
the winter of 1978-79.
No matter what time the flakes start
falling, the Grant Township Highway Department is always ready and
aware that a storm is approaching.
This enables the Department to be
called out at any time of the day or
night, working longer hours to make
sure the roadways area cleared for
all families, friends and those who
Highway Department employees
pass through.
maintain vehicles during the winter.
We ask residents to please prepare for possible delays and plan travel
times as Kim, along with her crew work actively during snowfalls and
ice storms to keep roads clear and traffic moving so residents can go
about their normal routines. While it is the Townships primary objective to keep the streets safe to travel, we also believe it is important
to be faithful stewards of the environment as in recent years we have
begun incorporating new techniques for fighting snow and ice.
Our drivers’ number one priority is safety for the residents, their
families and themselves. Residents are sometimes concerned when
they think they see the big red snowplow truck traveling fast down
their street. Please be assured our drivers follow all traffic and safety
regulations. Larger trucks and equipment can be loud at times, giving
the illusion that they are
moving faster than they
are. Especially in narrow
roadways.

Pete Jakstas, Jr., Chris Sammartino,
Commissioner Kim Kiesgen,
Austin Krock, Jim Smak, Steve Rechtoris
Photo by Ruth Michniewicz - Secretary

The Highway Department is a 24-7 operation
throughout the year. It is
all about service and the
Highway Commissioner &
her staff are committed
to ensure that the residents have a safe and
harmonious place to live
and thrive.

now removal is a time
consuming, arduous task,
especially in the cold
temperatures we experienced,
Kiesgen said. “Residents have
been patient and understanding
and numerous phone calls are still
coming in thanking the department
for a great job.”
The Grant Township Highway
crew will continue to finish out
the winter season by keeping our
Township roads and bridges clear
of snow and ice. But you, the
motorist, need to stay prepared
throughout the winter season so
that we can all enjoy the upcoming spring weather.
With that in mind, the department has recognized street
sweeping as one of the "best
management practices" that can
control pollution. With 60 miles
plus of roads the crew will take
to the streets to collect all that
winter debris.
So, the next
time you
see that big
red Highway
Department
truck come
down your
road, smile or
wave to the
operator, they
will appreciate it.

I

I'm done with
winter.
Next Season
please.

f you notice a
streetlight
burned out in
unincorporated Grant
Township, please call
the Grant Township
Highway Department at
(847) 546-7623. Please
leave a message with the
address of where the light is
burned out.

D

ue to COVID-19 last year the department became a victim of
back-log with several projects that were on schedule and to be
completed last season. With manufacturers experiencing shut
downs throughout the pandemic we were having difficulty
purchasing storm sewer pipe, culvert pipe and supplies in a
reasonable time before the construction season ended in order to
complete the projects for 2020 that were scheduled. Below are
projects that are back on schedule this year.
Caines Woods Subdivision – Crabtree Lane. Major 30” storm
sewer crossover pipe plus, additional driveway culvert replacements
throughout subdivision and drainage ditching will be performed and
restored. The pipe and materials needed for this project were received
late in the construction season last year putting a delay on project.
Lake View Ave - Went out to bid in April of 2020 for roadway
renovation and its back on schedule again for driveway culverts and
storm sewer replacements before reconstructing the road pavement.

T

he Grant Township Highway
Department brush pickup
service is intended to help
homeowners. It is not intended
for large projects or construction
clearing. If you hire a contractor
to cut down a tree or brush, it is
their responsibility to remove it.
Brush includes branches trimmed
from bushes, shrubs and trees.
Mulch from collected brush is
available at the Highway
Department for homeowner use.
Call (847) 546-7623 for pick
up and leave a message with
the address where the brush
needs to be picked up.

Skarda's Subdivision - Phase 2 (Helendale Road and Cooney Island) finish ditching and restore right-of-ways.
Skarda's Subdivision - Phase 3 (Watson, Hunt, Maple, Hudson)
Replacing driveway culverts, updating storm sewers, ditching, and
replacing roadway pavement.
Laneville Drive – New curb/gutters, storm sewers, replacement
of pavement, and restoration. This too was a victim of COVID-19.
Purchasing materials and supplies resulted in delays slowing down
the project, but the finished
pictures speaks for itself.
Skarda's Subdivision –
Phase 2 (Helendale Road and
Cooney Island) Infrastructure
completed. The staff spent
many weeks replacing old,
deteriorated storm sewers and
driveway culverts before reconstructing the road pavement.

Laneville Drive

T

he recycling center is
located at the Grant
Township Highway
Department, 26535 Molidor Rd. A
trailer is located behind the
Township facility for electronics
to be dropped off and properly
recycled. Follow the signs. This is
an unmanned program. If you
require help to remove the items
from your vehicle, please drop
off Monday - Friday, from
7:00am to 3:00pm. You may
drop-off on your own any time.
For an updated list of acceptable
items or a list of non-acceptable
items, to www. swalco.org.

W

hen the Stay-At-Home Order came into effect, the department remained open for business
during COVID-19 and continued to focus on our mission of maintaining a safe, reliable system
of transportation for our area. It was complicated, scary, and confusing with everything coming
to a grinding halt. With manufacturing and businesses shut down it definitely made it hard to purchase
materials and supplies for many of the jobs scheduled creating a backlog. Kim had to make conscious
choices and prioritize projects and move them into year 2021 while continuing the day-to-day
operations with no plans to stop or suspend construction.
As the department continues to deal with the COVID-19 situation, the staff is fully aware that they will
probably experience more inconveniences and things we just don’t like. But this too won’t last forever.
Probably the most difficult job is waiting and not worrying.

W

e provide direction and guidance for General Assistance
and/or Emergency Assistance applications, an onsite food
pantry, prescription discount cards and much more. Please
call us at 847-740-2233 or visit www.granttownshipcenter.org for a
list of the services we offer and to enroll in our E-News letter to stay
informed on other community offerings.
Spring is right around the corner and soon fresh local produce will be
available. Did you know the Illinois Department of Human Services
offers a Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) for seniors and
WIC Participants? The purpose of the FMNP is to provide fresh fruits,
vegetables and herbs from farmers’ markets to women, children and
seniors at nutritional risk and to expand awareness of farmers’ markets through increased sales.
Eligible participants receive checks from the FMNP to be used during the summer season at participating farmer’s market vendors to

D

ue to Covid-19 some transportation services have been
temporarily suspended however Grant Township residents still
have several curb to curb options available to them.
Passengers and driver must wear a mask at all times.
Grant Township Transit
Service available to Grant Township Residents who are:Seniors,
people with disabilities, low income and emergency situations.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:00am to 3:00pm
$2.00 one way within 10 miles.
$4.00 one way beyond 10 miles 20 mile radius from
Grant Township Center
Call between 8:00am - 4:00pm Monday – Friday
847-546-RIDE (7433) *24 hour notice required
Tri Township Transit
Destination driven transportation for the Townships of Antioch, Grant
& Lake Villa
Tuesdays to Antioch Walmart. To schedule a ride call 847-265-7433
or 847-356-2116 before Noon and we will call you back with your pick
up time. $2.00 Round Trip
Ride Lake County West Transportation
Service available to residents of: Antioch, Avon, Grant, Lake Villa,
Wauconda and Fremont Townships
Busses run:
Monday - Friday 5:30am - 6:45pm $3.00 one way for trips under 10
miles for Seniors and disabled $4.00 one way for trips under 10 miles
for General Public $6.00 one way for trips over 10 miles for Disabled,
Seniors and General Public
Exact change is required. Priorities are given to seniors and people
with disabilities and open to the general public. Registration is required. Contact the Pace call center at 800-201-6446 to register and
schedule rides.

purchase fruit, vegetables, honey
and herbs. Look for an FMNP
sign at your local farmer’s market for participating vendors. For
more information contact the
Illinois WIC and Senior’s Market
Nutrition Program Monday – Friday
at 217-782-2166.

