
 

 

Minutes of the Building Planning and Usage Committee 
May 26, 2022 
Fire Station 1 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jim Renshaw at 6:30 pm.  
 
Roll Call: Jim Renshaw, Fred York, Eric Wagner, John Dickson, Regina Einig, Gary 
Heern, and Sara Lipe. Ed Hoke joined the meeting a little later. 
 
Discussion about the blue building. Jim said that the price of $200,000 is 
somewhat negotiable. He also said that he didn’t want to make a counteroffer 
until we had all gotten a chance to talk about it. He had been quoted $170,000 
but that didn’t include the lot north of the buildings. The seller wanted an 
additional $30,000 for a lot that is a little more than acre and Jim thought that 
was out of line for what land is going for in Makanda Township. Ed has not seen 
the building yet, but the seller will be able to show it to him after June 3rd. Regina 
commented on how well made the building is. Jim agreed and said the size of the 
building could allow for space to be used for other things, such as a food pantry, 
library, senior center, etc.  
 
Fred said he was overwhelmed by the size of the building and Gary said that it 
was easily four times as much space as we need for offices. Regina asked if there 
is any reason we couldn’t rent out office space. Sara said she knew of no reason 
we couldn’t. Jim said that would offset the maintenance costs for the building. 
Eric noted that there was already good internet there. It also is wired for three-
phase. It could be used as an industrial site. Jim does not see this building as being 
manned or keeping regular hours.  
 
At this point Ed joined the meeting and there was some repetition of things we 
had discussed before. 
 
Jim noted a few things that did not exist in the township but would be useful: a 
lending library outside the building where residents could borrow or lend books 
without need for an attendant; a mini food pantry as a part of General Assistance, 
or maybe room for the Red Cross to use because there is no facility for them in 
the county. Fred noted that many communities have a senior center and that 
would be a good use for a township room. Ed asked if the bathrooms were 



 

 

accessible and talked about what was needed to make them ADA compliant. 
Discussion followed about the technical specs for doors and space for Ed’s 
equipment.  
 
Ed asked for a decision regarding the Davis property. The price has been dropped 
to $80,000 but it will take about $30,000 to put a bathroom in. Running electricity 
will cost another $10,000. There is still the problem of the steel pipe that goes 
under the building. Additional construction to make the building usable for 
offices, etc. could run $60,000. So, the end price could be well above $150,000 for 
a building much smaller and less usable than the blue building. Ed asked for a 
decision. He said he didn’t want to do it and Regina also said she didn’t want it.  
All agreed not to pursue the Davis building.  
 
A short discussion followed about other properties: the Beadle and Presley 
properties and the one on Giant City road. None had much support. Ed said that 
another plus for the blue building is that if and when the township has no need 
for it, it could be sold at a good price. So, he says we are not throwing money 
away, but getting an asset to use while we need it and then recover our money 
when we sell the property. Sara said that the possibility exists of townships being 
dissolved and Ed agreed. While that is not being discussed now, there are 
counties all over which have done away with their townships. Ed said that is a 
good reason to remember why the blue building is valuable no matter what the 
city of Carbondale or the county does. 
 
Jim says that from what he has heard from us, we should continue to pursue the 
purchase of the blue building. All agreed.  
 
Funding: Jim sent us all information on possible grants for building government 
facilities. They are for rural communities with less than 5,000 people and are 
classified as low income. We are rural, have 4,183 people, but are not low 
income. We actually have a higher median income than the state of Illinois. So, 
we will be disqualified for any grants that are based on federal income levels. Jim 
says there are other grants that are not based on that. He said he thought it 
would be good to look for someone who knows about available grants and can 
write grant applications. 
 



 

 

Sara said that she thinks the first question people will ask is how many square 
feet we need now and how many square feet we anticipate needing in the future. 
She thinks that is where the conversation will start. Ed said what he has now is 
woefully inadequate. He would need at least two and maybe three times what he 
currently has. 
 
Fred said he wanted to know more about the utilities. The current owner is 
probably running minimal utilities at the moment. We would probably be using at 
about the same rate, so it would be very helpful if we knew what they are paying 
now.  
 
Sara talked about the possible need to redo the floors to meet ADA standards. 
There was also a question about Ed’s area having to comply. Sara thought the 
answer is no, but Carbondale had to put in a bathroom at their firehouse, so we 
don’t know for sure. Fred expressed concern about the fence Ed said he would 
want to prevent theft. The building is within the Carbondale sphere of influence 
and the residents may not want a fence that looks like a prison next to them. We 
need to find out who the new ADA compliance officer is and ask them our 
questions. 
 
Jim said he said it sounds like this is a building we should continue to pursue. 
There was no objection offered, just confirmation that efforts to build what we 
need would cost almost as much or more.  
 
The next meeting is to be determined. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Regina Einig, Clerk  
 

 


