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M.J. Rhymer Nature Preserve 2020 Annual Report 

April 7, 2020, 7 p.m. Dry Grove Twp. Building, Blm, IL 
In accordance with the terms of the Resolution Delegating Responsibility for the M.J. Rhymer Family 
Dry Grove Nature Preserve (as approved by the Dry Grove Township Supervisor and Trustees on 
March 8, 2011), the Board of the M.J. Rhymer Family Dry Grove Nature Preserve presents this 

annual report to the Dry Grove Township Board and 
Electors.    

History and overview of the Preserve.  The 15-acre 
Rhymer Nature Preserve, located at 3210 W. 
Northtown Road, Normal, Illinois, was a gift to Dry 
Grove Township from Ione Rhymer and Phillip Rhymer, 
two of M.J. Rhymer’s children. In 2011, the Preserve 
became an Illinois not-for-profit corporation with a 
volunteer Board of Directors to oversee the 
development, maintenance and day-to-day operations 
of the Preserve.  The Board, in partnership with 

individuals, community groups and government agencies continue to maintain and develop the 
Rhymer Nature Preserve. 
 
The Preserve Board meets on the first Thursday, 5:30 p.m. of each month (except in January) at 
the Danvers Public Library, Danvers, IL.  The 2020 Board of Directors and officers are:  Hank 
Campbell (Chair), Randi Knoll (Vice Chair), Helen Claver (Secretary), Bernie Knoll (Treasurer), 
Kent Wurmnest (Director), and Hubert Morales (Director). The Board hopes to add one new 
additional member during the 2020 calendar year.  
 
The Preserve is financially self-supporting and does not rely on tax dollars. Friends of the 
Preserve have provided donations for trees, benches, structures, markers, signs, equipment 
and volunteer labor to improve the Rhymer Nature Preserve. House, shed, grounds 
maintenance, selective projects and Songbird and Windrow Children’s and Elder Forrests are 
the responsibility of the Board. Use of financial accounts at the Illinois Prairie Community 
Foundation (IPCF) for funds are approved by the Board. Dry Grove Township maintains liability 
insurance on its properties. There is monthly rental income from the residence.  

In 2013, with the approval of the Dry Grove Township Supervisor and Trustees, the Preserve 
Board established Endowment and Agency Funds with the IPCF. Preserve funds are part of 
IPCF’s professionally managed portfolio. The treasurer submits approved bills to the Foundation 
to be paid. Investment returns have been essential for Endowment growth and Preserve 
operations. Illinois Prairie is a 501(c)(3) organization, donations made to the Preserve are tax-
deductible. The Preserve has a State Tax exempt status. 
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Since the inception of the Preserve substantial monies have been spent to develop a tall-grass 
prairie, a pond, an extensive tree area with two Children’s and Elders Groves and numerous 
special projects, while maintaining the house and property. Board members have highlighted 
the Preserve throughout the Township, the Bloomington-Normal communities and McLean 
County plus a website and Facebook page. 

All past and present Boards have practiced sound stewardship practices with Preserve finances. 
All funds are kept, managed, invested and audited by IPCF. Monthly rent (currently $900) from 
the Rhymer house tenants. There are two accounts for the Rhymer Family Nature Preserve. The 
Agency Fund is for maintenance expenses and improvements of the Preserve while the 
Endowment Fund is fully invested. Annual investment earnings are usually returned to the 
Endowment Fund upon Board approval. As of February 1, 2020, IPCF reported: Agency Acct: 
$32,478.61, Endowed Acct: $64,821.92, Total Funds: $97,300.53. 
 
The following is a summary of the activities carried out with the approval of the Rhymer Preserve 
Board of Directors. 

 
• A multi-year mowing contract of the play area, the trails and area around the steel shed 

has worked well by providing an inviting appearance to the parking area and Preserve. 
• Mowing of the Windrow and Songbird Grove forest areas around trees and the pond 

area is done 4-5 times a season by volunteers. To assist with the mowing by volunteers, 
the Preserve purchased a 2017 EXmark 921 with a 72” mowing deck from Cross 
Implement in Minier, IL. Previously, volunteers used their own smaller mowers or 
borrowed equipment to control grass growth and provide access to trees for visitors and 
family members.  

• This was the fifth and final year for Schoolyard Habitat project of the four raised beds 
and two pollinator plots. Plans are underway for revisions to these areas.  

• The Dale Birkenholz Tall Grass Prairie continues to mature on the Northern section of 
the Preserve. A Spring 2020 burn is planned according to the two-year schedule. 

• The pond suffered in appearance and condition due to excessive cattails. Some 
extended over 10 feet high around its perimeter. Rogue willow tree sprouts were 
numerous along the north bank. During a weekend campout, a Boy Scout troop cut out 
many of these willow starts as a conservation project. In the late Fall of 2019, the pond 
perimeter was treated for control of the cattails by Marine Biochemists of Normal, IL. 
This two-year agreement has a clause for ‘as needed’ treatment and must not be 
harmful to aquatic life, waterfowl or birds. The appearance has improved and promoted 
access to additional waterfowl. 

• Mulching, pruning, weed control and the cutting of dead trees and limbs on the 
Preserve are annual tasks. Many smaller trees planted from seed by the late Mr. Gene 
Craft need individual pruning. Thank you, Mr. Craft! Songbird Grove and Windrow Grove 
currently have over 300 trees, shrubs and plantings at the Preserve. Corn Belt Electric 
has memorial trees honoring retired employees. Rotary clubs and various citizens have 
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special memorial trees for family members. All tagged trees identify type of tree and 
named member of family. Cal Williams, a retired arborist from Corn Belt Electric keeps 
track of and maintains the tree tags on the Preserve. 

• During this past year, a tree was tagged and named in memory of Zachary R. “Zac” Hoeft 
and Family (9/8/1991-9/25/2019). He was also known as Zac Straw, an amateur 
bluegrass musician who toured music festivals. Zac was a victim of an ’unexplained act 
of violence’ while in Columbus, Ohio. He was the son of the Scott and Shawn Hoeft 
family of North 900 East Road, Dry Grove Township, Bloomington, IL and long-time 
residents of the Township. Grandfather Roger L. Hoeft served Dry Grove Township as 
Trustee and Supervisor for many years. In the obituary (10/01/2019) the family asked 
that a tree be planted to honor Zac’s love of the great outdoors. The M.J. Rhymer 
Nature Preserve Board chose a stately River Birch tree dedicated to the Hoeft Family for 
their years of community service and the peaceful memories of Zac Hoeft.  

• New signage to mark the presence of the Songbird and Windrow Groves of the Children 
and Elders Forests was designed and erected by Bernie Knoll at the entry sign. It was 
requested by Joe Grabill founder of the C&E Forests in the B-N area. 

• There are new tenants in the Rhymer house as of May 1, 2019. Anthony Richardson and 
Hillary Davidson and their 3 young children. 
When the house was empty, all first and second floor ceilings were painted. All floors 
and windows were thoroughly cleaned. Due to the age (original to the house), size and 
condition of the kitchen appliances, they were replaced with energy efficient models. A 
microwave was added and installed above the stove. This industrious couple, who have 
redecorating experience, agreed to remove original wallpaper then prime and paint the 
second-floor bedrooms. One was nicely re-decorated as a nursery room for their infant 
girl. This winter, they did the same for the first floor. With Hank Campbell as mentor and 
installer to Anthony, a new durable waterproof floor was installed in the kitchen and 
dining area.  

All of this and much more has been to the credit of past Board members, many, many 
volunteers and supportive partnerships with the Preserve. The current Board has been busy 
planning more improvements for the Preserve. However, with the onset of COVID 19 in 
January/February months, many uncertainties may arise. 

The M.J. Rhymer Family Nature Preserve a positive asset for all citizens of Dry Grove Township 
and throughout McLean County. There is ample opportunity for Dry Grove Township 
Supervisors to be supportive of your Nature Preserve and its growth and development. 

Thank you for the acceptance of our annual report.  

Submitted by: M.J. Rhymer Family Nature Preserve Board: 

Hank Campbell, Chair of the Board 


