
M.J. Rhymer Nature Preserve 2O2O Annua! Report

April L3,2O2L 7 p.m. meeting

ln accordance with the terms of the Resolution Delegating Responsibility for the M.l. Rhymer Family

Dry Grove Nature Preserve (as approved by the Dry Grove Township Supervisor and
Trustees on March 8, 201L), the Board of the M.l. Rhymer Family Dry Groae Nature Preserae

presents this annual report to the Dry Grooe Toutnship

Board and Electors.

History and overview of the Preserve. The

M.J. Rhymer Family Dry Grove Nature Preserve,

located at 3210 W. Northtown Road in Normal,
lllinois, was gifted to Dry Grove Township in

2006 from lone Rhymer and Phillip Rhymer,

two of M.J. Rhymer's children. The gift
included L5 acres of land, the Rhymer home, a

large metal shed, and about 60 species of
mature trees and shrubs the Rhymer family planted around their house. The gift
included StOO,000 for covering costs of Preserve development for grass areas,

trees and shrubs, a digging a pond with waterway drainage, parking lot, Children's
and Elders Forest groves and Tall grass prairie sectors. Monies were also used to
refurbish the house, replace the well water system, furnace, build benches and

play areas plus establish Trails with markers and bird houses around the Preserve.

ln20tt, the Preserve became an lllinois not-for-profit corporation with a

volunteer Board of Directors to lead the management of operations of the
Preserve. The Board, in partnership with individuals and groups in the community
along with state and federal agencies, have continued to enhance and develop
the Preserve in accordance with the vision of the Rhymer gift.

The Preserve Board meets at 5:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of the month
(except in January) at the Danvers Public Library. ln better weather, Board

meetings have been held at the Preserve. The Board meets at least 6 times per
year. This past year 4 meetings were suspended due to the COVID pandemic.

The 2019-20 Board of Directors and officers are: Hank Campbell (Chair), Randi

Knoll (Vice Chair & Secretary), Bernie Knoll (Treasurer), Helen Claver, Hubert
Morales and Kent Wurmnest. Steve Bostic retired from the Board but continues



to volunteer at the Preserve. Helen Claver resigned in April 2020. The Preserve

Board continues to seek new Board members to complete a 7-member Board.

Since its inception, the Rhymer Preserve has been financially self-supporting. Dry

Grove Township maintains liability insurance on its properties, so the Township

assists the Preserve for such coverage. During past years, the Preserve and the
citizens of Dry Grove Township have been recipients of prudent stewardship by its

Board without reliance on support from Dry Grove Township or McLean County.

Monthly rental income from the Rhymer residence has been beneficial. Of greater

note were cash and in-kind donations for benches, memorials, trees and from

annual distributions from invested funds.

ln 2013, with the approval of the Dry Grove Township Supervisor and Trustees,

the Preserve Board established Fund accounts with the lllinois Prairie Community

Foundation (IPCF) in Bloomington, lL. The Preserve's funds are professionally

managed by IPCF. The Board approves and submits bills to IPCF to be paid. All

rent monies are sent directly to IPCF for deposit. Due to COVID and market

changes, the return on Investments was limited. Yearly distributions were

returned to the Endowed account. Because lllinois Prairie is a 501(c)(3)

organization, donations made to the Rhymer Preserve are tax-deductible. Audits

of the Rhymer accounts are performed annually by an agent for IPCF. The Rhymer

Nature Preserve Funds at IPCF totaled 5106,955.04 as of March 37,2021.

The Rhymer Board carried out and approved payment for the following house

maintenance and Preserve improvements during the 2020 calendar year. Selected

activities or notable events at the Preserve are noted.

. Hubert Morales joined the Board last Spring, 2020. He has background in

ornamental horticulture, landscape design and maintenance. Hubert did

volunteer work for Cook, DuPage and Kane County forest preserves before
he and his wife moved to Bloomington. He is a resident of Apollo Acres in

Dry Grove Township and volunteered at Rhymer around 2006-2008. After
experiencing personal family loss, he decided to re-engage with the Rhymer

Preserve. Hubert now serves as our representative to the Children's and

Elder Forest Groves, essential advisor for prairie burns, learning tree
locations and establishing new bench areas at the Preserve. As do other



Board members, Hubert helps with mowing, tree pruning, tree cutting
along the West property line and other Preserve maintenance work.

A burning of the Dale Berkenholtz Tall Grass Prairie and areas surrounding
of the pond was carried out last Spring without incident.

Cal Williams recorded tree locations and tracked the labeling of dedicated
trees in the C&E Groves. Tree signage was updated. Unexpectedly, Cal

Williams passed away last Spring after a short illness. We have dedicated a

tree in his memory and Corn Belt Electric donated a tree as he was the tree
arborist for Corn Belt before his retirement. We will miss Cal.

A 72" ExMark LZX mower was purchased to maintain grass among the C&E

trees and surrounding pond area. A borrowed tractor with bush mower was

used before. Volunteers do this mowing around the Preserve.

Our residents Hillary Davidson/ Anthony Richardson and their 3 children

rent the house. This year, they are expecting another child. This is quite a

change for the property having a family with young children. We welcome

theml Before their arrival, the house interior on the first floor was painted.

New appliances replaced the original refrigerator, stove and dishwasher. A
microwave was added. New flooring was installed in the kitchen and

laundry area. Hillary and Anthony removed wallpaper, repainted rooms and

did an exceptionaljob decorating their baby's bedroom. Anthony helps

with yard work around the house and with maintenance on the Preserve. A

sidewalk to the front door and concrete apron in front ofthe garage was

added to the house. The driveway was graded and graveled. One garage

door required coil spring replacement. The septic tank was serviced and
pumped. lt had been more than L5 years since it was serviced.

The winter ice storm brought down numerous branches around the house

and damaged many trees around the Preserve. Large tree limbs fell across

the first-floor roof of the house. Flynn Tree service was called to remove

them with lift equipment. Fortunately, the roof was not damaged. Another
large limb broke off and came down on the powerline feed to the meter
and house. Ameren was notified. A tree crew cut the large branches off the
powerline and dropped them to the ground. lt was a major job to cut up

many limbs. A crew was hired to cleanup much of this storm damage and
take the limbs to a brush pile.



. The dirt floor of the shed was leveled and gravel added. Future shed

changes are planned. Trenching was done to bury conduit from the power
box at the meter pole to the shed. Conduit was buried from the shelter to
the shed. Electric service and breaker box was installed in the shed. The

shelter has a GFIC power outlet and an LED light with switch.
. After a g-year stay in the Rhymer house, Devon and Renee Atkinson moved

to the Schwoerer family house about a mile from the Preserve. Last Spring,

Devon passed away due to his illness. Renee continues to live there and

care for her family members. They were good tenants.
. A contract for mowing areas of the Preserve is in place for the next 2 years.
. Volunteers have pruned trees, sprayed for weeds around C&E trees and

mulched around trees and benches. Two new benches with plaques were

added in memory of Bostic and Boitnott family members. An effort is

planned and designed for a new special tribute area for'Observation,
Conversation, Contemplation' at the Northwest corner of the Preserve. lt
will celebrate the contributions of Joe Grabill who established C&E

Songbird and Windrow Groves, Debra Oberg who recorded locations and

provided tags for C&E tree donors, and Cal Williams for his service to
Rhymer. Three donated benches will be installed to overlook the Preserve.

Projected date for completion of this project is late Spring, 2021.
. A River Birch tree was identified and named for Zachary R.'Zac' Hoeft, 28,

and the Hoeft Family. Zac passed away September 25,20t9 in Columbus,

Ohio. He is the son of R. Scott and Shawn C. Cronin Hoeft. Roger L. Hoeft,

his grandfather, served Dry Grove Township as Supervisor and Trustee. Zac

was a free-spirited musician who enjoyed working on the family farm, with
severalfood vendors, and at various music festivals nationwide. Family

members encouraged "that a tree be planted to honor Zac's love of the
great outdoors." The Rhymer Preserve is pleased to fulfill this wish.

The Board of the M.J. Rhymer Family Nature Preserve encourages all citizens of
Dry Grove Township to visit your Nature Preserve. Please help and support its
future growth and development. Friends and families are welcome dawn to dusk.

Experience and enjoy this great gift in Dry Grove Township! Thank you for the
time and opportunity to present our annual report to the Township.

Submitted by: Hank Campbell, Chair of the Board 4h312O27


