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      “Richwoods Township Accomplishes “The Sequel” 

 

 Richwoods Township, in partnership with the Peoria 

Heights Public Library, successfully developed and 

completed “Dirt, Worms and Tomato Sauce: The 

Sequel” during the period of May 7-July 28, 2016.   

The evaluations were very positive from the 2015 

D.W.T.S., leading to the decision to program it for 

2016. 

 

 

Yet, because of the need for increasing and improving the project, there were changes incorporated 

into the 2016 Garden Project.  Some of those changes were: 

 

A Larger Tilled Garden Along With New Raised Beds 

 

During the 2015 Garden, the size of the tilled area was 10’ X 10.’  

However, it was determined that such a small area did not 

accommodate what needed to be taught.  So, the size was increased 

to 10’ X 20”, thereby allowing for more “row crops” which the young 

participants could plant, cultivate and harvest.  There were two new 

crops added this year, which provided for a wonderful visual: 

broomcorn and dwarf sunflowers. 

 

During the 2015 Garden, three raised beds were used which were 

made out of pine and only 4’ X 4’ X 4’.  With the boxes being that 

size, there was great deal of “plant pressure” which did not afford 

the Kids an opportunity to develop their weed and insect ID skills.  

The Village of Peoria Heights Public Works Department provided 

invaluable assistance in the construction of three new raised beds 

which again, doubled the size of the raised bed cropping.  These 

were constructed out of fir 4’ X 4’ and measured 4’ X 2’ X 8.”  The 

lower height of the boxes allowed our Kids to have good “eye shot” 

at the growing crops. 

  

 

2015 Raised Beds 

Peoria Heights Public Works Staff Mark 

Gauf and Scott Shoop work on 

constructing the new raised beds in 

preparation for the 2016 Garden Project. 

2016 Marketing Flyer 



 

  

Weekly Curriculum and Cropping Changes 

 

As we evaluated last year’s program, there were 

some concerns we had regarding the Kids’ overall 

experience and learning about gardening 

techniques.  Some of those were concerns were: 

 

 1. The Participants spending more time 

  in the Garden doing weeding,  

  plant analysis and soil analysis. 

 2. The Participants learning more about 

  weed identification. 

     3. The Participants taking tours to “local” 

      Richwoods Township  Gardens to  

      learn from other individuals. 

 

Consequently, those issues were addressed during this 

year’s curriculum.  This year’s program included topics such 

as: 

 1. Performing soil analyses to determine the nutrient  

  values in the newly-tilled, expanded  garden area. 

 2. “Soil, Sun and Basics” 

 3. “Seeds and Seed Types” 

 4. “Worms and Their Value” 

 5. “Companion Planting and Pest Defense Measures” 

 6. Weed Identification 

 7. “Monsters of the Garden:  Ornamentals, Edible  

  Plants, and Invasive Species”  

8. “Doctor of the Dirt: Healthy Soils, Composting” 

9. Parent Preparation Party: Products were harvested  

 with the Participants learning how to prepare these 

 in everyday meals.  This was a “bonding”   

 experience as parents also participated in the learning   

    experience. 

 

Additionally, the Participants were in the Garden 

weekly, monitoring progress of the growing cycle 

and pulling weeds. 

 

Because of the desire to give the Participants a look 

at varying types of crops, the decision was made to 

add new crops for 2016.  Those included 

broomcorn, dwarf sunflowers, multiple tomato  

   varieties, zucchini, potatoes and dragons tooth  

   yellow beans. 

 

 

Checking out the zucchini 

in one of the raised beds 

OK...My question: Can 

learning be fun? 

Monitoring the progress 

of our new crop 

"broomcorn." 

Learning which weeds are 

edible and which ones are not. 

Broomcorn 2016 

Entire Garden weeks after planting. 



 

Incorporating More Community Benefit 

 

As we developed the 2016 Garden Plan, it was an important consideration that the Participants, in 

addition to learning about gardening, also learn of their community and assist with addressing those 

needs.  As a result, potatoes were planted which were donated to the St. Thomas Catholic Church 

Food Pantry.  The tomatoes were harvested and placed in containers in the Township and Library, 

which the public could take. 

 

What are your thoughts about the Richwoods Township/Peoria Heights Public Library Garden 

Project?  Your input is welcome. 

 

Richwoods Township is committed to listening and responding to Community needs. 

 

For further information on the Richwoods Township/Peoria Heights Public Library Garden Project, 

contact the Richwoods Township Office at 309.688.2822 or Richwoodslar@gmail.com.  

 

 

                                               

Chef Golda and the Young Chefs 

during the Parent Preparation Party 

"Not only do I love to work with my hands, but I just love 

fresh veggies." 


