
 

 

Building Usage and Planning Committee Minutes 

August 8, 2022 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
2. Roll call: present were Jim Renshaw, Fred York, Regina Einig, Erick 

Wagner, Gary Heern, Dennis Leitner, John Dickson, Terry Heern, 
and Ed Hoke,  

3. Fred York moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Erick 
Wagner seconded it. Motion approved. 

4. Jim reported that Clay Kolar purchased the maintenance shed at 
Stone Creek Golf Course at public auction with the intention of 
selling it to the Township if that was what the township wanted. 
He paid $85,000 for it. Fred reported that It is 55’ by 100’ in size. It 
has two offices measuring  14’ by 16’ and 14’ by 20’. There is also 
a bathroom nearby. The main part of the building is not heated, 
although there is a work area that can be heated. This provides 
control over the usage of utilities, unlike the situation at the blue 
building. Gina noted that the offices have window air 
conditioners. Included are an air compressor, a welder, and other 
equipment. Ed noted that it also comes with a 500-gallon gas tank  
storage and has 1.23 acres of land. There is also several thousand 
dollars’ worth of tailings left there by E. T. Simons, and adequate 
space for materials and even a possibility of bringing sawdust in to 
dispose of deer carcasses. Ed feels that this building is extremely 
more viable than the blue building.  

A discussion followed about the sale of Stone Creek and its 
properties. Ed said that E.T. Simonds pulled out because Stone 
Creek did not have its paperwork in order. Clay’s tract is the only 
one that went through. He has a clear title to the property. Ed 
updated the information by saying that the purchaser of the 
cabins went back to the auctioneer and bought the rest of the 
property.  



 

 

Fred said that the maintenance shed was a tremendous buy. It 
sold for far less than it was worth. He said Tru-Bilt gave us a quote 
for a 40’ by 60’ building, with no electricity, one bay with 
concrete, 5 doors, no insulation – basically just a shell for just 
under $100,000. The Stone Creek property is four times that big.  

Ed noted that Jimmy had told him there had been a fire at the 
building. There was, but it was just in a corner of the workshop 
and there is no trace of damage there now. There does need to be 
some drainage work done on the west side.  

Jim interrupted this discussion by mentioning that the eastern 
building of the Davis property was back on the market. Consensus 
seemed to be that it was entirely too large for us and the price 
was prohibitive.  

Discussion returned to Stone Creek when Jim said there could be 
people who would object to the township buying something from 
a trustee, even if he was selling it at cost and abstaining from all 
votes regarding the purchase.  

Ed mentioned another issue. He said that we do not have as much 
space as we thought we had on which to build at fire station 1. 
The state owns a large part of the property in question.  

Jim noted a problem with the Hartline Road property (Stone 
Creek). It is not centrally located and actually falls within the 
village, at least partially. Ed agreed that a large portion of the 
building does fall within the village.  

Fred suggested that we call a special meeting to see if the 
township will let us go forward. Then have Sara and Ed and Webb 
Smith work out the details of the legality. Gina clarified that if we 
go to the township for permission, it doesn’t mean we are going 
to buy. It just means we have permission to pursue the property. 
Fred and others agreed.  



 

 

Ed said that the property is perfect for him, and the price is far 
under everything we have been talking about. Eric asked what the 
final price would be. He asked if the bathroom was accessible and 
what other costs would need to be added to the final bill. He 
asked this because he said that is the first thing the public will 
want to know when we present this option. He said we ought to 
have something in writing detailing all the costs that would be 
needed to make the building usable. Fred reminded us that we 
have $190,000 budgeted but don’t want to spend nearly that 
much.  

Gina asked whether we should be starting with Ed’s budget. That 
issue was dropped. Ed continued to talk about expanding areas to 
make a meeting room. John Dickson said there ought to be a need 
study to determine if there was a need for a meeting room. Jim 
said that there was more involved here; that there was a need for 
space for officers of the township to preserve records safely and 
conduct business with citizens when privacy is required. A short 
discussion followed clarifying that we do not pay Unity Point for 
the use of their facility. There is a line in the budget for the use 
but it has never been used.  

Gina stated that Township Officials of Illinois has informed her 
that she should have all of the records in one place so she can 
respond to Freedom of Information Act requests. She was asked if 
she had ever had such a request and responded that she had, 
from Marissa McKee. She said that Marissa’s request had not 
been a problem but that she was more concerned about the lack 
of any records for Danny Williams. 

Fred expressed the opinion that fire station 1 is the best and 
cheapest option for the office problem. The building does say 
“Makanda Township” and has historically been the heart of the 
township. The majority opinion of the Democrats in the 



 

 

administration is that we should have nothing to do with the fire 
department, but he thinks that when Jimmy retires there could be 
a better distribution of space and cooperation among all involved.  

John Dickson asked whether the money would come from the 
road and bridge funds or the township funds. Ed said that he 
didn’t see the township asking him to pay for all of it and take that 
money away from needed road work. He sees a shared cost. Fred 
said another option would be for the township to buy the building 
and let Ed use his money to do the necessary work on it. It was 
suggested that the cost be pro-rated on the basis of square 
footage used by road and bridge and the township office. A long 
debate followed about the funding of the new building and no 
consensus was reached.  

Jim asked about the status of the two lots Ed is trying to sell. Ed 
says he is waiting on Webb Smith to give him the bid package. 

Jim said it seems we have not come to a consensus about taking 
this matter to the board tomorrow. Fred still thinks we could call a 
special meeting to begin the process. He also thinks everyone 
should have a chance to see the building.  

Gina moved to adjourn. Jim declared us adjourned by acclamation 
at 8:08 p.m. 

 


