HE ISSUE OF WHETHER OR NOT a driver’s
license is required continues to be a fre-
quently asked question at TOIRMA. I will
try to address the issue to clarify what is

required.

If an employee of the township, whether it is the
Highway Commissioner or one of his employees,
operates a truck with a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
(GVRW) of over 26,001 pounds, the operator must
have a Commercial Drivers License (CDL).

If a CDL is required by law, that operator must
also be enrolled in a drug testing program such as the
one offered through Township Officials of Illinois in
conjunction with the Mid-West Truckers Association.
The contact person at TOI is Pam Butler at 866-897-
4688 if you need additional information.

Off road motorized construction equipment does
not require a CDL. Some examples of this equipment
are: motor scrapers, backhoes, motor graders, compac-
tors, tractors, trenchers and bulldozers. It remains the
recommendation from TOIRMA that if the township
has an individual operating equipment on a public
roadway, that the individual should possess a valid
driver’s license whether or not a CDL is necessary
for the application of circumstances. The opportunity
for an unlicensed or incorrectly licensed operator is
reduced if everyone is correctly licensed. In many
townships, employees operate most, if not all, of the
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equipment. The possibility of an unlicensed or incor-
rectly licensed operator does present liability problems
for both TOIRMA and the township. The old saying
“An ounce of protection is worth a pound of cure”
could certainly be applied here.

TOIRMA has had two claims recently where a road
district employee has been involved in an accident and
has not possessed a valid driver’s license. Fortunately
neither has involved a personal injury which might
rapidly complicate the issue for everyone involved.

The safety of township employees as well as the
rest of the motoring public remains a priority. It is the
employer’s responsibility to make sure all operators
are adequately trained and have proper licenses to
operate as required. Your cooperation with this issue
will help protect all involved.

In this issue of the Perspective, there is a list of
regional educational meeting opportunities occurring
in the next few months. TOIRMA will be participat-
ing in each of these meetings and I hope to meet many
of you there. Please take advantage of the opportunity
to attend and bring someone else from your township
to the meeting. I am sure the program will provide
everyone with some valuable information. That infor-
mation will assist in the operation of the township
you represent.

Please call if I can be of assistance.

— Rod

Visit TOIRMA's Web site,

www.toi.org/toirma
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