
To w n s h i p  P e r s p e c t i v e    •    February 2010� 9

Educational District 7 
East Peoria 
 
Date:  Friday, April 16     
Location:  Embassy Suites 
   309-694-0200               
                                                                                                                    
Pre Registration Fee: $40 (includes lunch)                                                        Bill Morris 
Onsite Registration: $60 (includes lunch) 
Registration Deadline April 9 
 
Time: 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Seminar Highlights: 
7:30 – 8:30  Registration 
8:30-9:00  Opening Remarks        
9:00-10:30  General Opening Session featuring William Morris 
10:30 – 10:45  Break 
10:45- 12:00 Division Workshop- Supervisors (Test Your Township Knowledge); Clerks (Overview of 

Clerks’ Duties/Responsibilities); Trustees (Auditing Township Bills) 
12:00- 1:00  Lunch  
1:00 – 2:00  Concurrent Sessions  
 
SESSION A: How To Avoid Costly Penalties under the New FOIA Changes:  What Townships 

need to know in order to be in compliance with recent changes to the Freedom of 
Information Act 

 
SESSION B: Alternative Revenue Streams for Townships:  Finding revenue beyond real estate 

taxes in township government. 
 
SESSION C: General Assistance Training Institute (GATI) Overview.  General discussion of 

what is required for a township to provide General Assistance 
 
2:00-3:00  Concurrent Sessions 
 
SESSION A: How To Avoid Costly Penalties under the New FOIA Changes: What Townships 

need to know in order to be in compliance with recent changes to the Freedom of 
Information Act 

 
SESSION B: Alternative Revenue Streams for Townships:  Finding revenue beyond real estate 

taxes in township government. 
 
SESSION C: Working with other units of Local Governments in your jurisdiction.  Exploring 

intergovernmental agreements.   
 
3:15                             Ask an Attorney Session 

legislative consultant / Timothy S. Bramlet

Legislative 
Report
TOI to Advance 
Legislative Proposals

The Legislative Committee of the Town-
ship Officials of Illinois met recently to 
approve the TOI 2010 legislative agenda. 
Staff reviewed nearly 10 issues that were 

raised by membership and the committee approved 
the drafting and introduction of two or three propos-
als. It was generally decided to narrow TOI’s proac-
tive agenda this year due to the fact that we will be 
playing defense on a number of fronts and also due to 
the fact that the General Assembly is not likely to be 
considering much more than emergency issues during 
this election year.

TOI will be introducing a bill that responds to a 
recent McHenry County case ruling against the ability 
of a highway commissioner to adopt ordinances gov-
erning his local roads. The proposal would remove the 
ambiguity this case has created.

And TOI will be re-introducing House Bill 476, 
which changes the manner that motor fuel tax money 
is distributed to townships.  Current law requires a 
levy of at least .08 cents to receive any MFT money. 
TOI’s proposal will allow all townships to receive a 
prorated share of the proceeds based on their tax rate. 
That bill has twice passed the house, but has failed 
in the Senate. Hopefully, the third time is the charm 
there this year. And we will be working with some 
Chicago law firms to draft legislation seeking clarifica-
tion on purchase or construction of township build-
ings using bond funds.

But defense will be the motto for TOI this spring.  
Legislation placing onerous regulations on township 
cemeteries could be lurking, even though we were suc-
cessful in gaining an exemption from the proposal dur-
ing the fall veto session. A bill that moves up the date 
of the term of township assessors has already been 
introduced. Both of these proposals are in response to 
media accounts of malfeasance on the part of just one 
or two public officials, yet cast a net over the entire 
state. The December airings of one-sided accounts of 
township government on ABC television in Chicago 
will also likely spur legislators to jump on the bashing 
bandwagon with more anti-township laws.

Legislators are just now returning to Springfield 
following the February 2 primary election. But action 
is expected to get fast and furious as the House and 
Senate race toward a May 7 adjournment deadline. 
With a budget deficit nearing $12 billion, there are 
a lot of tough decisions that must be made this year. 
And November’s statewide election will not make 
those decisions any easier.

From the good news front! Gov. Pat Quinn recent-
ly signed into law House Bill 644, initiated by TOI, 
that will allow the cutoff of water to households delin-
quent in payment of township sewer service charges. 
Thanks to our sponsors, Rep. Pat Verschoore and Sen. 
Bill Haine!

Featuring Alkota Cleaning Systems
For Your Information

We Work on ALL American Made
Pressure Washers

We can service any of the following units:

Facts About M&M Pump, Inc.
1) We carry a complete line of replacement parts.
2) We can convert or rebuild units to fit your needs.
3)  We have a large variety of reconditioned units with 

warranty in stock.
4)  We have special discounts for State, County, City, 

Townships, and Municipalities.

M&M PUMP CO.
1-800-237-1379

Alkota
Aqua Blast

Aladdin
Excell
Landa

Mighty M
Farley

Northern
Hydraulics

Shellcom
Seabring

Delco
Hotsy

Hydrotek
Simpson
Whiteco

Rhino

M&M PUMP CO.
CLINTON, IL • 1-800-237-1379


