102nd Annual Educational Conference

November 8-10, 2009
Prairie Capital Convention Center

Springfield, Illinois

Your Officers and Directors Welcome You to

Our 102nd Annual Educational Conference.

President
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Richard A. Ralston
Oblong Township

1st Vice President

Michael J. Goral, Rockford Twp.
2nd Vice President

Jeffery Wallace, Joliet Twp.
3rd Vice President

Larry Mowery, Randolph Twp.
Secretary


Karen L. Reese, Newell Twp.
Treasurer


Robert J. Miller, Algonquin Twp.
Immed. Past President

Olen Kibler, Newman Twp.

Executive Director

Bryan E. Smith

Board of Directors

Treasa Brookman, Clerk
Pendleton Twp., Jefferson Co.

Susan J. Carpentier, Assessor

South Rock Island Twp., Rock Island Co.

Susan Curtiss, Supervisor

Esmen Twp., Livingston Co.

Bruce Flatness, Supervisor

Miller Twp., LaSalle Co.

Charles M. Foley, Trustee

Venice Twp., Madison Co.

George P. Grosso, Clerk

Limestone Twp., Kankakee Co.

Mary Hamilton, Trustee

Aetna Twp., Logan Co.

Danny Hanning, Highway Commissioner

Huntsville Twp., Schuyler Co.

Judy Herrman, Clerk

Spring Lake Twp., Tazewell Co.

Leslie Hild, Highway Commissioner

Mt. Pulaski Twp., Logan Co.

Eugene L. Jacoby, Trustee

Coloma Twp., Whiteside Co.

Imelda F. Kelch, Tax Collector

West Peoria Twp., Peoria Co.

Donald Kopsell, Highway Commissioner

Nunda Twp., McHenry Co.

Ann Dynako Kubiczky, Trustee

Riverside Twp., Cook Co.

Steve Martin, Supervisor

Kewanee Twp., Henry Co.

Darrell Maxheimer, Highway Commissioner

Rochester Twp., Sangamon Co.

Karen Megan, Tax Collector

Millbrook Twp., Peoria Co.

Shirley J. Moore, Clerk

Summit Twp., Effingham Co.

Carol Perschke, Assessor

McHenry Twp., McHenry Co.

Ron Reeder, Assessor

Murphysboro Twp., Jackson Co.

Steven Schrage, Supervisor

Quincy Twp., Adams Co.

R.C. Smith, Clerk

Long Creek Twp., Macon Co.

Karen Twitty-Hartlieb, Supervisor

Carbondale Twp., Jackson Co.

Grace S. Vetter, Assessor

Princeton Twp., Bureau Co.

Robert Wisniewski, Trustee

Joliet Twp., Will Co.

Jim Young, Multi-Twp. Assessor

Murdock/Newman Twps., Douglas Co.

Daily Schedule

Sunday, November 8


2:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Registration 



Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall



2:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Exhibit Hall 



Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall


6:00 – 10:00 p.m.
LINCOLN’S 200TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum

Monday, November 9


7:30 a.m. – 5:15 p.m.
REGISTRATION



Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Exhibit Hall


Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall


8:30 a.m.
Opening Session Doors Open 



Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall


9:00 – 10:15 a.m.
Opening Session Featuring Greg Risberg, CSP

Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall


10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Exhibit Hall 



Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall


10:30 a.m. – Noon
Educational Sessions




Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level


11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Spouse Program Featuring Dr. Eva Muller



Hilton Hotel – 29th Floor Vista Rooms


Noon – 1:30 p.m.
Complimentary Lunch 



Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall



1:30 – 3:00 p.m.
Educational Sessions




Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level


3:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Break and Prize Drawings




Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall


3:45 – 5:15 p.m.
Educational Sessions




Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level



Free Evening 

Tuesday, November 10


8:00 – 9:30 a.m.
Awards Breakfast



President Abraham Lincoln Hotel - First Floor Ballroom


8:00 – 9:30 a.m.
General Education Session



Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level


8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Registration 



Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level


9:45 – 11:15 a.m.
Educational Sessions




Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level


11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Lunch

12:30 – 2:45 p.m.
Division Meetings
Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level


3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Closing Session
Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level


6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Reception (Cash Bar)


Hilton Hotel - Mezzanine


7:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Banquet




Hilton Hotel

GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Registration for the 102nd Annual Educational Conference will run from 2:30 to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 8 at the Prairie Capital Convention Center.  The Exhibit Hall will be open during these same hours.  Take advantage of the afternoon to visit with the many vendors and to enjoy refreshments, snacks, and televised football in the Exhibit Hall prior to Abe’s Birthday Party at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum from 6-10 p.m. (early session 6-8; late session 8-10 p.m.) MONDAY ONLY registrations do not qualify to attend the Sunday night Birthday Party at the Museum.
All individuals attending the Conference MUST BE REGISTERED.  Badges MUST BE WORN at all times.  Conference Committee members will be checking for official registration badges to verify that all participants are paid attendees.
The TOIPAC Committee and TOI Directors are selling tickets for $10 each or three for $20 for a Las Vegas trip; the winner will receive airfare (double occupancy) with four days and three nights with all applicable taxes.  A second drawing will be held for a fun-filled weekend in downtown Chicago.
Please remember that township funds (tax dollars) cannot be used to purchase items or tickets for TOIPAC.  All donations and purchases must be from personal funds.  All proceeds go toward TOIPAC (Township Officials of Illinois Political Action Committee). The winner will be drawn at the Tuesday evening banquet.
The TOIPAC Committee will also again be selling 50/50 tickets throughout Conference.  Two winners will be drawn; drawings will be Tuesday afternoon at closing session at 3:25. You do not need to be present to win. Check out the TOIPAC Silent Auction with bidding throughout the Conference. Bidding closes at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday. Winners will be posted outside the Closing Session.
Sunday, November 8
REGISTRATION
 

2:30 – 6:00 p.m.

Prairie Capital Convention Center - Main Hall

EXHIBIT HALL 

2:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Prairie Capital Convention Center - Main Hall

Conference attendees are encouraged to register Sunday afternoon and take advantage of this time to browse the exhibit hall.  Visit the many vendors that provide your township with the products and services you require.  In addition enjoy refreshments, snacks and broadcast football in the exhibit hall.

LINCOLN’S 200TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum

6:00 – 10:00 p.m.


Sponsored by TOIRMA

Join President and Mrs. Lincoln as we celebrate his 200th birthday.  Following cake and beverages, experience The Great American Story as you explore Lincoln’s life from a rustic Indiana cabin to the Executive Mansion in the nation’s capital, follow the fate of America’s 16th President and share the joys and sorrows of a family – and a nation. 

This event is complimentary for full Conference registrants (Monday only registrations do not qualify for this event).  However, due to limited capacity of the Museum, be certain to indicate on your registration form whether you plan to attend, and which tour you prefer to attend.  Tickets will be issued on a first come, first serve basis and must be presented for admittance to the Museum.

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum is being made available for this event courtesy of the Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, Hilton Hotel and President Abraham Lincoln Hotels.  The Birthday Celebration is courtesy of TOIRMA.

Hosted by TOI Conference Committee
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Jeff Wallace, Chair
Susie Carpentier, Vice Chair

Susan Curtiss
Shirley J. Moore

Les Hild

Imelda Kelch

Jim Young

Monday, November 9
REGISTRATION

7:30 a.m. – 5:15 p.m.

Prairie Capital Convention Center - Main Hall

EXHIBIT HALL
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.

Prairie Capital Convention Center - Main Hall

Coffee & rolls compliments of Township Officials of Cook County (7:30 – 8:30 a.m.)

The Exhibit Hall will be closed during the Opening Session from 8:30 to 10:15 a.m.

OPENING SESSION DOORS OPEN 

8:30 a.m.

Prairie Capital Convention Center - Main Hall

Springfield Municipal Band

Opening Session Featuring Greg Risberg, CSP

Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall

Call to Order
Richard A. Ralston, TOI President

Presentation of Colors

Springfield Fire Department

Local 37 IAFF Color Guard

Pledge of Allegiance

Richard A. Ralston, TOI President

Invocation

Rev. Percy L. Johnson, Waukegan Township Trustee

Welcome

Tom Cavanagh, Sangamon County Treasurer

Response
Jeff Wallace, Conference Chair

Remarks

Legislative/TOIPAC Report

Tim Bramlet, Legislative Consultant

Report – State of the Association
Bryan E. Smith, TOI Executive Director
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Keynote Speaker – Greg Risberg
         “You’re Making a Difference!”
Greg is a funny, motivational speaker who has addressed 

over 500,000 people across the United States and around 

the world.  He involves audiences with humorous and 

poignant stories that touch hearts as well as minds.  Greg 

will address attendees on how to handle stress better, 

communicate more effectively, and find balance in their

lives.  His goals are to renew attendees hope, remind 

them of their own intrinsic value, and help them think 

about what is most important in their own lives.  

ATTORNEYS DIVISION

BUSINESS MEETING

9:30 a.m. - Noon

President Abraham Lincoln Hotel – Governors Cabinet 
  
Call to Order – Charles Levy, President
Review of Minutes  

Review of Treasurer’s Report 

Committee Reports:


Newsletter  


Bylaws  


Legislative 


Township Code Project 


New Public Acts




Awards 

 Annual Meeting Minutes and Election


Nominating Report  


Other

Other Business

Next Meeting Information

Adjournment for Lunch

EXHIBIT HALL
10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Prairie Capital Convention Center - Main Hall

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS


Prairie Capital Convention Center - Lower Level

10:30 a.m. – Noon

BRAIN GYM: Mental Fitness Program
Room B2
Presented by Bruce Mondschain, Catalyst Benefits, Inc.

Sponsored by ITASCSC
Facilities across the country are building “Brain Gyms”, computer gaming sessions to enhance and strengthen cognitive skills for the aging population. Hanover Township Senior Services, along with funding from the Hanover Township Mental Health Board, offers this program to their community. Developed by CogniFit, the audiovisual software hones such skills as time estimation, naming, categorization, short-term memory, spatial orientation and hand-eye coordination. You will see a demonstration and how it evaluates a starting point for each user and then tailors the training to the individual skill levels. Discover other mind-strengthening activities and how to bring them to your township.

What You Need to Know About Gas Safety
Room B4
Presented by Bernard Anderson, Senior Community Relations Director, NICOR Gas
Gina Meehan, Public Awareness Specialist, Ameren
Sponsored by TOI
This program will include the Natural Gas and Propane explosive limits and a Natural Gas explosion chamber demonstration.  We will talk about carbon monoxide, flame characteristics, odorant smell in natural gas and propane, and information on the Illinois state one-call, JULIE. We will also identify the different type of pipelines, pipeline products and characteristics, along with the National Mapping System that shows you where those pipelines are. 

What's My Job! Now That I Am Elected
Room B6
Panel of representatives from each elected official division of TOI

Sponsored by TOI

Volunteers from the Township Officials of Illinois Board of Directors and/or division members provide a summary of the duties and responsibilities of their elected position.  Each elected position representative provides a summary of the duties of the elected office.  There is an open question and answer period as well.  This is a session for both new and returning township officials.

Freedom of Information 

Room B7

Office of the Illinois Attorney General

Sponsored by TOI

The Illinois General Assembly recently made substantial changes to the State’s Freedom of Information Act and other sunshine laws. This session will cover those recent changes and assist public officials in understanding their specific duties under those statutes.

Community Collaboration:  Expanding Resources with Shrinking Budgets
Room B9
Presented by Margaret Polovchak
Sponsored by AITCOY
Finding the golden nuggets of opportunity and partnering with community resources in a difficult economy has provided many communities/counties/townships with answers to some of the most complex issues we face – poverty, gangs, substance abuse, domestic violence and such.  Collaboration and coalition building has been the answer to these issues for several communities.  Come hear how coalition building can help you solve your most pressing issues without expanding your budget.

Assessor Vacancies and the Voluntary Formation of MTADs
Room B10
Presented by Darrell Lovell
Sponsored by Illinois Assessors Association
Come see why pre-election certification was required.  There are many choices and options for filling township vacancies.  If you do nothing, then see what the law requires.  See how Knox County went from eight township assessors (2 fulltime and 6 part-time) to three fulltime assessors.  These ideas might be helpful.  Additionally, hear about the importance of the 2010 census when considering township assessment procedures.

17 Ways to Keep Your Trustees From Getting a Call From the States Attorney
Room B11 A
Presented by Jeff Jurgens, Esq. & Keri-Lyn J. Krafthefer, Esq., Ancel, Glink, Diamond, Bush, DiCianni & Krafthefer, P.C.
Sponsored by Trustees Division

This is an important session for trustees and administrative staff to learn critical ways for avoiding legal violations of state statutes concerning their elected and management roles!  This is a must session for experienced and not so experienced township officials.
Highway Commissioners Voluntary Certification Program PART II
Room B11 B
Presented by Jerry B. Crabtree, Associate Director/Education Coordinator, Township Officials of Illinois
Sponsored by Highway Commissioners Division
This session is part II of a three-part voluntary certification program administered by the Highway Commissioners Division of the Township Officials of Illinois.   Specifically, this session summarizes the responsibilities associated with the financial responsibilities of the road district; guidelines for tax levies and budgets in the road district; and working with other units of local government, as well as how to handle the media with township issues. Although voluntary, this program covers many job responsibilities of the road district.  All highway commissioners are welcome to attend.  Part I is not required prior to attending.

What You Need to Know About the Budget and Levy Process
Room B11 C
Presented by Robert Porter, Director of Special Projects, Ancel, Glink, Diamond, Bush, DiCianni & Krafthefer, P.C.
Sponsored by Supervisors Division
Participants learn tips and tricks in getting the best finance performance into place with proper application of their Levy Ordinance and their Budget & Appropriation Ordinance.  Knowing the proper techniques in structuring the levy reduces the percentage of legal challenges that cost the township money in court or negotiated settlements.  Township officials will hear techniques in making the B & A Ordinance become a working document to control expenditures and measure fiscal performance.  Listen to a finance talk that will incorporate humor, straight talk and get-you-thinking ideas.  

Prevailing Wage:  What You Need To Know!
Room B11 D
Presented by Tim Bertschy, Heyl, Royster, Voelker & Allen

Sponsored by Township Attorneys Division

The Prevailing Wage Act threatens liability to townships and officials. Many officials question the application of the Act (820 ILCS 130) and how it applies to initial construction, maintenance and design, regardless of cost. Recent changes have made the Act more onerous. The Act will be reviewed, when/how it applies, liabilities and how to stay out of trouble.  This session benefits all township positions.

Spouse Program 

Hilton Hotel – 29th Floor Vista Rooms

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.



Lunch & Program; Ticket Required - $35

This year’s Spouse Program will feature Dr. Eva Muller of Professional Counseling Services in Springfield.  Dr. Muller will educate attendees on the health benefits of meditation, deep breathing and relaxation techniques.  After practicing these techniques, attendees will leave feeling refreshed and rejuvenated with the necessary tools to keep stress at bay.  The program also includes lunch.

COMPLIMENTARY BOX LUNCH

Noon – 1:30 p.m.
Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level
Complimentary box lunches will be provided to paid delegates.  Use this time to visit the many vendors to learn about products and services they have to offer townships.  Please be aware the exhibit hall IS NOT OPEN on Tuesday.

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

1:30 – 3:00 p.m.



Prairie Capital Convention Center - Lower Level

Basket Weaving Class

Room B1

Presented by Debra Burke

$20 pre-registration required. Space is limited.

Instructor Debra Burke, supervisor from Coloma Township, Whiteside County, has been weaving baskets since 1990.  Debra has been teaching basket weaving since 1995.  She is the owner of “Woven in Time”, a retail shop that has supplies and patterns for weavers.  During this session, basic weaving techniques will allow you to produce your own 8” X 8” market basket with a handle, featuring green and red accents.

Laugh Your Stress Off
Room B2
Presented by Barbara Kurth Schuldt, Director, Senior Services, Hanover Township

Tracey Colagrossi, Program Manager, Hanover Township

Sponsored by ITASCSC
It’s well known that “Laughter is the Best Medicine”.  One minute of belly laughter is likened to 10 minutes on a rowing machine for cardiovascular fitness. This is the latest exercise concept of simulated laughter combined with gentle breathing techniques that teaches the body to laugh without depending on jokes.  Come to this session to learn how to harness the power of laughter to benefit yourself and others.  The times we live in are challenging.  Come laugh off your stress with us. 

How to Talk So People Will Listen and Listen So People Will Talk
Room B4
Presented by Mary Byers
Sponsored by TOI
Excellent communication leads to outstanding results. But in our fast-paced, harried, media-saturated culture, it’s difficult to connect with others in a way that is meaningful, memorable, and powerful.  During this session you’ll learn:

· Tools for talking when the stakes are high

· How to make it safe to talk about anything

· Tips for staying in the most difficult conversations

· Talking persuasively

· Turning conversations into actions and results

You’ll leave this session with a list of ideas and suggestions that you can put to work as soon as you get back to the office.

TOI Jeopardy Game:  How Well Do You Know Township Law?
Room B6
Presented by Jerry B. Crabtree, Associate Director/Education Coordinator, Township Officials of Illinois
Sponsored by TOI
Want to have some fun!  Like to play trivia games?  Stop by this session for an interactive TOI Jeopardy game.  Questions are asked on a variety of township topics.  Participants are provided with answer key pads to see how well they compare to all game players.  (This session is limited to 45 players:  You can observe if desired but key pads are only available to the first 45 players). 

Understanding Intergovernmental Agreements and Referendums
Room B7
Presented by John Redlingshafer, Heyl, Royster, Voelker & Allen
Sponsored by Township Attorneys Division
Townships and Road Districts face many difficult decisions when it comes to providing necessary services and assistance to their citizens.  Sometimes, they can utilize special tools to make these decisions (and not always by choice).  Come explore two of these unique options – “intergovernmental agreements” and "public questions," also known as referenda.  Whether you wish to work together with another unit of local government, or have been handed a petition from a group of voters who want a change, we will help you figure out how to handle the situation and do what is best for you!

Community Collaboration:  Meeting Township Needs
Room B9
Panel Presentation: Moderator, Margaret Polovchak
Sponsored by AITCOY
A panel of expert coalition leaders discusses their positive experiences with forming coalitions in their communities to address such issues as:  underage drinking and drug use; after school programs; open gyms; and healthier communities.  There will be adequate time for questions to address issues in your particular townships.

Illinois Township Assessor Updates
Room B10
Presented by JoEllen Mahr & Rebecca Redenbo, Illinois Department of Revenue
Sponsored by TOI
This presentation is for township and multi-township assessors with a focus on property tax related issues. Highlights of the presentation include an update of the Assessment Education Program with changes beginning in 2010; re‑certification of multi-township assessment districts for the election in 2012; importance of the timeliness of the property tax cycle; and an overview of homestead exemptions.

Understanding Proper Township Board Practices and Procedures
Room B11 A
Presented by Rob Bush, Esq. & Keri-Lyn J. Krafthefer, Ancel Glink
Sponsored by Supervisors Division
This is a must session for clerks, trustees and supervisors.  The session outlines the numerous laws that impact the daily operations of the township ranging from meetings, Freedom of Information, public participation at meetings, legal notices and much more.  This has been a popular, at-room capacity session over the years with open question and answer participation.

Ask a Township Attorney
Room B11 B
Presented by Richard Burton, Hupp, Lanuti, Irion & Burton, P.C.

James Grant, James Grant Law Office     

Charles Levy, Charles Levy & Associates
Robert Russell, Russell, English, Scoma & Beneke
Van Schwab, Van Schwab Attorney at Law 

Sponsored by Township Attorneys Division
The Illinois Township Attorneys Association provides their annual question and answer session in its traditional open forum dedicated to questions pertaining to township and township road district law in Illinois.  If you have a township legal question, bring it to this session for consideration.

Understanding Microsoft Office 2007
Room B11 C
Presented by Karen Gill , Levi, Ray, and Shoup, Springfield
Sponsored by TOI
This session is a lecture overview of Microsoft Office 2007:  Microsoft Office Word 2007, Microsoft Office Excel 2007, Microsoft Office PowerPoint 2007, Microsoft Office Access 2007, and Microsoft Office Outlook 2007.  No computer needed.  This is a paper only course.

Identity Theft, Internet Fraud & Hacking
Room B11 D
Presented by Mike Bazzell, Special Federal Officer, FBI Cyber Crime Task Force, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sponsored by TOIRMA
This popular session focuses on recent trends in online fraud. The session will cover all of the Internet scams, eBay fraud, and ways that suspects steal your identity.  The audience will watch how hackers commit their crimes, and what any person can do to protect themselves. The audience will learn immediately how data mining, password hackers, wireless networks, and cellular telephones are an emerging threat against them. Live examples of 'hacking' into your information will astonish the audience, while detailed solutions will be displayed to stop the threat. Free software solutions will be presented toward the end of the class.

Break and Prize Drawings 
3:00 – 3:30 p.m.


Prairie Capital Convention Center – Main Hall

One last chance to visit with vendors!   The exhibit hall IS NOT open on Tuesday.  Prize drawings will occur at 3:25 p.m.  You must be present to win one of three cash prizes totaling $400.  Stop by the TOI booth in the exhibit hall on Sunday and Monday and make certain to include your name for the prize drawing.

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS


3:45 – 5:15 p.m.

Prairie Capital Convention Center - Lower Level

Update on New Requirements for Notary Publics in Illinois
Room B2
Presented by Steve Ryan, National Notary Association
Sponsored by Township Clerks Division
A review of the recent changes to the notary public requirements administered by the Secretary of State. 

How to Talk So People Will Listen and Listen So People Will Talk
Room B4
Presented by Mary Byers
Sponsored by TOI
Excellent communication leads to outstanding results. But in our fast-paced, harried, media-saturated culture, it’s difficult to connect with others in a way that is meaningful, memorable, and powerful.  During this session you’ll learn:

· Tools for talking when the stakes are high

· How to make it safe to talk about anything

· Tips for staying in the most difficult conversations

· Talking persuasively

· Turning conversations into actions and results

You’ll leave this session with a list of ideas and suggestions that you can put to work as soon as you get back to the office.

TOI Legislative Update
Room B6
Presented by Tim Bramlet, TOI Legislative Consultant
Sponsored by TOI
TOI Legislative Consultant Tim Bramlet will review recent legislation that has become law.  Learn more about recent laws passed by the Illinois General Assembly that impact your township and road district.

Freedom of Information

B7

Office of the Illinois Attorney General

Sponsored by TOI

The Illinois General Assembly recently made substantial changes to the State’s Freedom of Information Act and other sunshine laws. This session will cover those recent changes and assist public officials in understanding their specific duties under those statutes.

GATI 101:  Understanding Your GA Responsibilities as a Township Supervisor
Room B9
Presented by GATI Team
Sponsored by Township Supervisors Division
This session will answer the question "What do I do now that I have received an application for General Assistance?"  This session walks you through the application process including the intake interview, verifying eligibility and determining eligibility. Following the presentation, there is a brief question and answer period.

Understanding the Relationships Among the Township Board
Room B11 A
Presented by Keri-Lyn J. Krafthefer, Esq., Ancel, Glink, Diamond, Bush, DiCianni & Krafthefer, P.C.
Sponsored by TOI
This is a not-to-miss session for understanding the working relationships and potential conflicts elected township officials have in performing their board duties.  Come listen to the author of the 2009 TOI Laws and Duties Handbook explain and answer questions concerning the relationships of township officials.

Working With Other Local Governments in Your Jurisdictions
Room B11 B
Presented by Robert Sampson, retired University of Illinois Extension communications specialist

Sponsored by TOI
Working with other local governments can sometimes be a bumpy road. This presentation focuses on how to make that road smoother by learning how to work with people and the media. Another facet will be “boardsmanship,” which may come in handy in other situations.

Understanding Microsoft Office 2007
Room B11 C
Presented by Karen Gill , Levi, Ray, and Shoup, Springfield
Sponsored by TOI

This session is a lecture overview of Microsoft Office 2007:  Microsoft Office Word 2007, Microsoft Office Excel 2007, Microsoft Office PowerPoint 2007, Microsoft Office Access 2007, and Microsoft Office Outlook 2007.  No computer needed.  This is a paper only course.

Identity Theft, Internet Fraud & Hacking
Room B11 D
Presented by Mike Bazzell, Special Federal Officer, FBI Cyber Crime Task Force, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sponsored by TOIRMA
This popular session focuses on recent trends in online fraud. The session covers all of the Internet scams, eBay fraud, and ways that suspects steal your identity.  The audience will watch how hackers commit their crimes, and what any person can do to protect themselves. The audience will learn immediately how data mining, password hackers, wireless networks, and cellular telephones are an emerging threat against them. Live examples of 'hacking' into your information will astonish the audience, while detailed solutions will be displayed to stop the threat. Free software solutions will be presented toward the end of the class.

Free Evening 

No TOI activities have been planned for Monday night to allow Conference attendees the opportunity to have dinner and spend time with fellow township officials.  There are many fine dining establishments both downtown and throughout Springfield.  The Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau will have information available on area attractions and dining on Sunday and Monday in the exhibit hall.

Some organizations are holding hospitality suites.  Be sure to check the listing in your registration packet so you won’t miss out on this excellent opportunity to network with fellow township officials.

AITCOY ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
4:00 PM


Sebastian's Hideout - 221 S. 5th Street - Springfield, IL

I. Call to order

a. Roll call

b. Approve minutes of meeting on August 26, 2008

c. Additions to agenda

II. Officers’ reports:  

a. President

b. Secretary 

c. Treasurer

III. Committee reports:       

a. Membership

b. CEU’s 

c. Program

d. Awards 

e. Audit  

f. TOI 

g. Publicity

IV. Old and new business

a. Election of Officers

b. Planning for 2008

c.  Legislative Update – Arvid Hammers
d.  Anything else?

V. Agency announcements

VI.  
Adjourn

Tuesday, November 10
Awards Breakfast

President Abraham Lincoln Hotel - Presidential Ballroom

8:00 – 9:30 a.m.

Ticket Required $20

Voluntary Education awards will be presented, as well as Divisional awards, and winners of the 13th Annual TOI Mighty Message Contest.  

Tickets for the Awards Breakfast are $20 each and may be purchased when sending in advance Conference registrations.  Tickets must be ordered by October 23rd and presented at the Breakfast to attend.

Registration 

Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level

8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

General Education Session

What You Need to Know About the Budget and Levy Process
Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level

B11 D
8:00 – 9:30 a.m.

Presented by Robert Porter, Director of Special Projects, Ancel, Glink, Diamond, Bush, DiCianni & Krafthefer, P.C.
Sponsored by TOI
Participants learn tips and tricks in getting the best finance performance into place with proper application of their Levy Ordinance and their Budget & Appropriation Ordinance.  Knowing the proper techniques in structuring the levy reduces the percentage of legal challenges that cost the township money in court or negotiated settlements.  Townships will hear techniques in making the   B & A Ordinance become a working document to control expenditures and measure fiscal performance.  Listen to a finance talk that will incorporate humor, straight talk and get-you-thinking ideas.  

Educational Sessions


Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level

9:45 – 11:15 a.m.
Dining for Wellness
B2
Presented by David Koelling, Executive Chef & Corporate Director of Hospitality and RonnaDa Peters, Corporate Director of Marketing; Senior Lifestyle Corporation
Sponsored by ITASCSC
Senior Lifestyle Corporation, a Chicago based company operating senior living communities in northern Illinois, presents Dining For Wellness TM.; a dining program providing fresh, made-to-order meals to retirement community residents that also give nutritious value for common senior ailments. Executive Chef David Koelling and RonnaDa Peters, Corporate Director of Marketing, will demonstrate via interactive discussion and cooking demonstration how healthy food choices, coupled with entertaining educational materials and presentations, can help combat common senior ailments such as diabetes, macular degeneration, memory loss, arthritis, and high blood pressure. Prepare to taste your way to wellness! 
Assessments Down, Taxes…UP?  Let’s Get to the Bottom of the Property Tax System, Finally.
B4
Presented by Steve Stanger
Sponsored by Assessors Division
This session is a must for all township officials, especially newly elected ones.  It will explain precisely how the Illinois property tax system works, what the fundamental underlying principles are, its benefits, yes there are some, and its problems, who’s responsible for what, and an in-depth explanation of how assessment officials go about determining the value of thousands of properties each year.  With the economy being what it is, constituents are focusing more attention than ever on the property tax as it represents one of their largest expenditures.  We, township officials, who are participants in that system, MUST thoroughly understand how it works so we can provide timely, accurate answers to questions posed to us as local government officials.  This session will provide the answers to the most frequently asked questions by our constituents concerning the most hated tax of all those we pay.  As a sidebar, we will also touch on some of the preferential assessments Illinois statutes require assessment officials to place on certain property.  Bring your questions; they will be answered.

Township Government Record Retention - How to Reduce Paper and Increase File Space!
B6
Presented by Steven Whitlow, Illinois State Archives, Secretary of State’s Office
Sponsored by TOI
This session will address the requirement that all local government agencies (in this case townships) apply to either the Downstate Local Records Commission or the Cook County Local Records Commission, as appropriate,  for approval to dispose of any records.  Discussion of what constitutes a record; the application process, which includes a records inventory in order to complete an Application for Authority to Dispose of Local Records; submittal of Records Disposal Certificates; records disposal methods; retention methods;  permanent records; and electronic records will be covered.  Questions will be welcomed throughout the session.

Township Roads:  Who Owns Them?
B7
Presented by Robert Russell
Sponsored by TOI
This presentation will explain the difference between township roads that run on land owned by the township and those that run in an easement across the neighbor’s land.  He will also give a step-by-step explanation of the process that must be followed by a township highway commissioner to vacate an existing road, and what happens to the land after a road is vacated.

What You Need to Know About the IMRF Program
B9
Presented by Jon Renner, Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund
Sponsored by TOI
This session covers benefits, legislation, what's new with IMRF, and joining IMRF from a township perspective.

General Grant Writing Skills
B10
Presented by Kathie Brown, Extension Specialist, Macomb Center

Sponsored by TOI
This session will provide participants with essential tips on writing federal grant proposals including how to use the request for proposal announcement as a guide, building an outline, and writing a complete grant.  Participants will also learn how to articulate the flow of their program operations through logic models and how to write the evaluation section.

Real Colors: Explore your Personality
B11 A
Presented by Robin Orr, University of Illinois Extension
Sponsored by TOI
If you had a key that would unlock the answers to human behavior, would you use it? Imagine having the knowledge to truly understand yourself and others, without requiring years of study.  This session will introduce you to the four temperaments (Blue, Gold, Green or Orange). It provides users with an effective tool for understanding human behavior, for uncovering motivators specific to each temperament and for improving communication skills. Most importantly, Real Colors is easy to incorporate into all areas of daily life. It is the key to achieving higher levels of success, personally and professionally.

Highway Commissioners Voluntary Certification Part III
B11 B
Presented by Kevin Burke, Illinois Department of Transportation
Sponsored by Highway Commissioners Division
This session discusses Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) funding, other funding sources, and compliance with state and federal regulations

Military Service and The Law for Township Officials
B11 C
Presented by John F. Costello, Jr., Military and Veterans' Rights Bureau, 

Office of the Illinois Attorney General

Sponsored by TOI

The goal of this session is to provide an overview of laws providing benefits and protections to military service members and their families, with an emphasis on reemployment protection, relief from civil obligations, and property tax relief in order to ensure compliance with federal and Illinois laws.

What You Need to Know About the Budget and Levy Process
B11 D
Presented by Robert Porter, Director of Special Projects, Ancel, Glink, Diamond, Bush, DiCianni & Krafthefer, P.C.
Sponsored by TOI
Participants learn tips and tricks in getting the best finance performance into place with proper application of their Levy Ordinance and their Budget & Appropriation Ordinance.  Knowing the proper techniques in structuring the levy reduces the percentage of legal challenges that cost the township money in court or negotiated settlements.  Townships will hear techniques in making the B & A Ordinance become a working document to control expenditures and measure fiscal performance.  Listen to a finance talk that will incorporate humor, straight talk and get-you-thinking ideas.  

Lunch
11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Lunch will not be provided at the Prairie Capital Convention Center on Tuesday.  However, lunch is available in the Globe Tavern and Lindsay’s at the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel and in Bennigan’s at the Hilton Hotel.  There are also many restaurants in the immediate downtown area. 

Division Meetings
Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level

12:30 – 2:45 p.m.

All officials should make a special effort to attend their division meeting and educational session.  

CLERKS DIVISION

B7

1:00 p.m.
Call to Order 
Invocation 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call of Members Present

Reports of Officers and Committees

Secretary’s Report and Approval of Prior Meeting’s Minutes – Judy Herrman
Treasurer’s Report and Approval of Expenses – Larry Mowery, Acting Treasurer

Reports of Vice Presidents – Shirley Moore, 1st Vice President


R.C. Smith, 2nd Vice President


Committee Reports:


By Laws – Shirley Moore

2010 Joint Education Program with TOI Update – Treasa Brookman
Old Business:


President’s Report – George P. Grosso – Review of Year 2009

Other old business as presented

New Business:




Election of Officers for 2010 – 2012

Presentation of Changes in Freedom of Information Law and Requirement 


for Freedom of Information Officer – Tracey Covert, Zone 2 Director

Administer Oath of Office to Newly Elected Officers

Resolutions and Motions

Closing Comments of Officers and President

Adjournment of Business Meeting

TOIPAC and door prize drawing

HIGHWAY COMMISSIONERS DIVISION

B10

12:45-
Call to Order- President Les Hild


Pledge of Allegiance- Vice President Bob Miller


Moment of Silence-Vice President Bob Miller


Business Meeting:



Minutes of Previous Meeting-Secretary Darrell Maxheimer



Treasurer Report






Other Business:  As required  


Program:  



TOI Update – Bryan E. Smith, TOI Executive Director



TOIRMA – Rod Beck, TOIRMA Executive Director



TOI Education - Jerry B. Crabtree, TOI Associate Director



IDOT Updates – Kevin Burke



 Sign Update


Presentation - Don Hoffman, Traffic Control Supervisor, IDOT Assistance 

and Communications Center


Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices


Basic traffic control for emergency incidents


Road closure authority


Adjournment--Go to TOI’s Annual Business Meeting and Election 

Illinois Assessors Association

B11C

12:30 P.M.
Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance – Connie Carosielli

Invocation – Deanna Wilkins

Introduction of Guests


Secretary’s Report – Grace Vetter

Treasurer’s Report – Karen Reese

Committee Reports:


Legislation – Darrell Lovell

Public Relations – Sherry Meadows

TOI Conference – Karen Reese & Darrell Lovell


Nominating – Carol Perschke
Old Business:

New Business:



Speaker – Gene Dawson, Supervisor, Barrington Township


Past President of Township Officials of Cook Co.

Door Prizes

Adjourn

Illinois Township Association of Senior Citizens Services Committee 
Hilton Hotel – Plaza 3 (Mezzanine Level)

12:30 p.m. 
Call to Order 


Introductions 


Approval of Minutes 


Financial Report 


Election of Officers 

 
Approval of By-Laws 2010 


2010 Meeting Dates 


Report of Committees 

 
Conference 

 

Awards 


Old Business 

 
New Business 



Perspective Articles 


Adjournment 


**Announcements will take place after the meeting** 


**Please bring information and brochures/newsletters to share**

For further information please contact Tracey Colagrossi, ITASCSC President,

630-483-5673

SOCIAL WORKERS DIVISION

B4

12:30 p.m.
Call to Order – President Deborah C. Juzwiak


Pledge of Allegiance – Secretary Chiqutia Sargent


Approval of Minutes from November 2008 Annual Meeting


Presentation of Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Julie Villarreal


Old Business


Introduction of Outstanding Social Worker of 2009


New Business


Discussion of General Assistance Updates


Scholarship Donation


Other Business to come before the Division


Adjournment

SUPERVISORS DIVISION

B6

1:00 P.M.
Registration


Call to Order:  President Steve Martin


Pledge of Allegiance:  Vice-President Gene Dawson


Roll Call & Correspondence:  Secretary Debra Burke


Approval of Minutes:  Secretary Debra Burke


Treasurer’s Report & Approval:  Treasurer Susan Curtiss


President’s Report:  President Steve Martin

.
Committee Chair Reports



Executive:  Steve Martin



Legislative:  Steve Schrage



Nominating:  Gene Dawson



Membership Services:  Dave Dobbels



Program:  Annette Miller



GATI/Education:  Karen Twitty-Hartlieb


Unfinished Business


New Business



Closing Remarks



Door Prizes


Adjournment

TAX COLLECTORS DIVISION

B2

12:30 p.m.
Registration


Call to Order and Welcome

       

Imelda Kelch, President

  
Pledge of Allegiance


Introductions and Announcements


Presentation 

 
Secretary's Report

 
Financial Report

 
Old Business

 
New Business


Election of 2010 Officers

 
Adjournment

TRUSTEES DIVISION

B11D

12:45 P.M.

Registration

.

Call to Order and Welcome

Charles “Mike” Foley, President



Pledge of Allegiance
Mary Hamilton, Vice President




Invocation




Rev. Percy L. Johnson, Waukegan Township Trustee




State of the Association




Bryan Smith, Executive Director, TOI


TOIRMA Report




Rod Beck, Executive Director




Business Meeting





Approval of Minutes of November 11, 2008 Meeting





Treasurer’s Report





Election of Officers and Directors





Approval of Amended By-Laws




Review of Revised Trustees’ Operations Manual





Steven W. Stanger, Steven W. Stanger and Associates, Inc.




50/50 TOIPAC Raffle and Door Prizes

2:45 P.M.

Adjourn

Closing Session
Prairie Capital Convention Center – Lower Level

B11A

3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Call to Order
Richard A. Ralston, TOI President

Invocation
Rev. Percy L. Johnson, Waukegan Township Trustee

Pledge of Allegiance

Richard A. Ralston, TOI President

Introduction of Division Presidents and Division Meeting Reports

Association Report

Bryan E. Smith, TOI Executive Director

Report of By-Laws Committee – R.C. Smith, Chair

Report of Nominating Committee – Olen Kibler, Chair

Election of Officers and Directors 2009-2011

All Members Must Show 2009 – 2010 Paid Dues Card to Vote

Presentation of New Directors

Adjournment of 2009 Conference
NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Olen Kibler, Chair (HC)
Robert Wisniewski, Vice Chair (TT)

Mickey Goral (SU)
Mike Foley (TT)

R.C. Smith (CL)
Robert Miller (HC)

Jim Young (AS)

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE

R.C. Smith, Chair (CL)
Mary Hamilton, Vice Chair (TT)

George Grosso (CL)
Steve Schrage (SU)

Ronald Reeder (AS)
Imelda Kelch (COL)

Reception (Cash Bar)
Hilton Hotel - Mezzanine

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Banquet


Hilton Hotel – Grand Ballroom

7:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Ticket Required - $45

The Conference will conclude with a banquet featuring comedian Dan St. Paul.
[image: image4.jpg]



Dan St. Paul
2009 Conference Exhibitors

As of this publication (Sept. 15), these companies and organizations plan to exhibit:
AITCOY


*Allied Benefit


AMEREN


Ameren Illinois Utilities


*Candos Agency


*Clarke Mosquito


*Drake-Scruggs Equipment, Inc.


*Gallagher Asphalt Corporation


IL Municipal Retirement Fund


IL Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity


IL Dept. of Central Management Services


IL Dept. of Transportation

Technology Transfer Center


*Illinois Property Assessment Institute


Indiana, Illinois, Iowa Foundation for Fair Contracting


ITASCSC


*JULIE, Inc.


*M & M Pump Co., Inc.


*Mid-West Truckers Association, Inc.


*Modal Marketing, Inc.


Partnership for Local Government Education


*Planning Resources Inc.


*R.N.O.W., Inc.


*Ramaker & Associates (CIMS)


*Stonehugger Cemetery Restoration


The Illinois Funds


The Sidwell Company


*TOIRMA


Township Officials of Illinois


*Unique Paving Materials Corp.


*Visual PAMS Pro


*VisualGA.net

*Denotes Associate Company Members of TOI


ASSOCIATE COMPANY MEMBERS OF TOI

	Allied Benefit Systems, Inc.
	Chicago
	IL

	American Traditions Basket Co.
	Canal Fulton
	OH

	Ancel Glink
	Chicago
	IL

	Asphalt Systems, Inc.
	Sidney
	OH

	Bakers Identities
	Aurora
	IL

	Bank of Springfield
	Springfield
	IL

	Behm & Hagemann, Inc.
	Peoria
	IL

	Birkey's Construction Equipment
	Mattoon
	IL

	Burnham & Flower Insurance Group
	Peoria
	IL

	Byers Printing Company
	Springfield
	IL

	Candos Agency
	Palos Park
	IL

	Cannon Cochran Management Services Inc.
	Danville
	IL

	Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.
	Rosemont
	IL

	Cirone Computer Consulting, Inc. (Visual PAMSPro)
	Elgin
	IL

	Clarke Mosquito Control
	Roselle
	IL

	Crossroads Sterling and Ford Truck Sales
	Springfield
	IL

	Crossroads Truck Equipment
	Effingham
	IL

	DBS Services
	Springfield
	IL

	DICKEY-john Corporation
	Auburn
	IL

	Drake-Scruggs Equipment, Inc. 
	Springfield
	IL

	Dunmire Equipment Company, Inc.
	El Paso
	IL

	Flink Company
	Streator
	IL

	Gallagher Asphalt
	Thornton
	IL

	Giffin, Winning, Cohen & Bodewes, P.C.
	Springfield
	IL

	Global Printing & Graphics
	Springfield
	IL

	Hampton Equipment
	Raymond
	IL

	Hawkeye Truck & Trailer
	Sterling
	IL

	Hotsy Equipment Co.
	Princeton
	IL

	Illinois Office Supply
	Ottawa
	IL

	K.K. Stevens Publishing Co.
	Astoria
	IL

	Koenig Body And Equipment, Inc.
	Peoria
	IL

	Lonco, Inc.
	Naperville
	IL

	Louis Marsch, Inc.
	Morrisonville
	IL

	Matuszewich, Kelly & McKeever, LLP
	Crystal Lake
	IL

	McCann Industries, Inc.
	Addison
	IL

	Midwest Cover-All
	Belle Plaine
	IA

	Modal Marketing, Inc.
	Pekin
	IL

	Monroe Truck Equipment, Inc.
	Monroe
	WI

	Net Results
	Carmel
	IN

	NJS Enterprises, Inc. (VisualGA.net)
	Schaumburg
	IL

	Park Supply Direct, Inc.
	Sugar Grove
	IL

	Peterbilt Illinois
	Bloomington
	IL

	Planning Resources, Inc.
	Wheaton
	WI

	R.N.O.W., Inc.
	West Allis
	WI

	Rockies Express Pipeline
	Hammond
	IL

	Sherwin Industries, Inc.
	Milwaukee
	WI

	Stonehugger Cemetery Restoration
	Nashville
	IN

	The Sidwell Company
	St. Charles
	IL

	Thomas Engineering Group, LLC
	Oak Park
	IL

	Tyler Technologies, Inc.
	Dayton
	OH

	Unique Paving Materials
	Cleveland
	OH



TOI STAFF

Bryan E. Smith, Executive Director

Jerry B. Crabtree, Associate Director/Educational Coordinator

Timothy Bramlet, Legislative Consultant

Pam Butler, Office Manager/Drug & Alcohol Program

Erin Valentine, Associate Editor, Township Perspective

Jo Ann Cooper, Bookkeeper


Join us at next year’s Conference…….Nov. 7-9, 2010 in Springfield

2010 Education Dates
District 1
Thursday, May 13

Mt. Vernon

District 2 
Saturday, August 7

Fairview Heights

District 3
Thursday, March 25

Springfield

District 4
Friday, June 4


Bloomington

District 5
Friday, February 19

Quincy

District 6
Wednesday, June 16

Oak Brook

District 7
Friday, April 16

East Peoria
District 8
Friday, July 9


Rockford
Conference Sponsors

PLATINUM - $2,000

The Illinois Funds 

Township Officials of Cook County

TOIRMA 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, Hilton Hotel, President Abraham Lincoln Hotel, and the Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau (Sunday night Birthday Party at Museum)
GOLD - $1,000

Allied Benefit Systems, Inc. 

SILVER - $500

AmerenCILCO 

Ancel, Glink, Diamond, Bush, DiCianni & Krafthefer, P.C.

Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. 

Midwest Generation 

BRONZE - $250

None
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